
22 June 2013

To Shelby County [Alabama Forestry 

Commission]
Columbiana, Alabama:

Cary [Rhodes], thanks so much for trav-

eling to Montevallo and sharing your 

important information with our children 

and us. We also loved the having Smokey 

join us for the close of our week with the 

children.
The activities book on fire safety was a 

hit. Thanks for delivering it. I found a 

Smokey certificate to give to each
 child 

with the book. Also the catalog you shared 

with me gave us several other items to get 

tied into your session. I got fireman’s hats 

free from Fire House Subs. We had outdoor 

safety sessions on Monday, our first day, 

and tied what you were going to do with 

general outdoor awareness and safety.

Thanks again and what you shared tied 

wonderfully into our overall theme of 

enjoying the out-of-doors as well as taking 

care of it.

Linda Cicero, Coordinator
PMLF Nature Camp6 

Parnell Memorial Library Foundation 
(PMLF)

University of Montevallo
Montevallo, Alabama
November 13, 2013

In Their Own Words
December 3, 2013

To Gary Cole,

Brewton, Alabama:

The City of Foley would like to express our contin-

ued appreciation for the Alabama Forestry 

Commission in burning our Graham Creek Nature 

Preserve annually. These efforts help to manage our 

longleaf and pine savanna habitats covering over 250 

acres. Also these efforts increase our wildlife popula-

tions and preserve the habitat for over 10 Alabama 

endangered plant species. Our local Forestry 

Commission employees are a true asset and we 

appreciate all of their efforts.

This year we would like to request assistance with 

the prescribed burning of approximately 200 acres 

ranging from the center of the Preserve westward to 

pine savannas burned last year. This effort will reduce 

fuel loads in the center of the Preserve and open up 

areas for longleaf pine to flourish. Also we expect to 

see increased populations of wildlife and endangered 

plant species. The City will be able to plow any neces-

sary fire breaks f
or the burn.

In addition to these efforts, the City would like to 

discuss the possibility of a join
t project with the City, 

Auburn University Center for Forest Sustainability, 

and the Forestry Commission. We will be in atten-

dance at the Forestry Workshop in New Orleans on 

December 18, 2013. The project we plan to propose 

includes a demonstration forest with a prescribed 

burning program and training area, an invasive spe-

cies removal program and demonstration area, and a 

nursery area to produce longleaf pine seedlings for 

reforestation efforts for the Alabama Gulf Coast. The 

project would also include efforts to monitor water 

quality and riparian buffer management. Auburn 

University has been monitoring the Graham Creek 

Nature Preserve for severa
l years looking at multiple 

parameters, so there is baseline data for the project. 

We would like to meet with you at your earliest con-

venience to discuss the project ideas.

Thank you for your leadership with the prescribed 

burns and we look forward to working with the 

Alabama Forestry Commission on a RESTORE project.

Leslie Lassitter Gahagan

Environmental Manager

Community Development Department, City of Foley

Foley, Alabama

November 13, 2013
 

To Dan Jackson, Montgomery, Alabama:
Clifford [Hawkins] and other great 

urban forestry professionals from 
across the state registered several tree 
events – we’re so pleased to include 
the excellent community tree work 
being done in Alabama in the nation-
wide celebration of community trees 
during National NeighborWoods Month. 
Thank you for helping to get the word 
out, and for all you did this October 
and all you do year-round for urban 
and community forests.

Best,Leland MilsteinProgram DirectorAlliance for Community TreesWashington, DC
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