
 ♦ Wildfire Protection Program – Protect Alabama’s citizens 
and the state’s 22.9 million acres of forest land from wildfire, 
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

 ♦ Fire Mitigation Program – Assist landowners with pre-
scribed burning and fire lane construction to protect from 
harmful wildfires and promote wildlife habitat.

 ♦ Fire Prevention Programs – Educate the public, volunteer 
fire departments, and other stakeholders about wildland fire 
prevention, including providing Firewise hazard assessment/
mitigation plans to homeowners located in the Wildland/
Urban Interface (WUI) and Community Wildfire Protection 
Plans in the WUI.

 ♦ Partnership with Volunteer Fire Departments – Support 
over 1,000 volunteer fire departments (VFDs) across the state 
through acquisition and distribution of federal excess prop-
erty, communications, and training so that they can better and 
safely assist in fire suppression efforts. 

 ♦ Firefighter Dispatch Center – Operate a state-of-the-art dis-
patch center to coordinate information between AFC firefight-
ers and various volunteer fire departments across the state. 
Also provide a toll-free fire reporting system to ensure timely 
reporting and efficient response to wildfires across the state. 

 ♦ Aerial Detection System – Operate aerial detection system 
for fires and invasive plants, insects, and disease. 

 ♦ Law Enforcement Program – Investigate forestry-related 
crimes such as wildland arson, timber theft, and vandalism or 
theft of logging equipment.

 ♦ Emergency Response Teams – Integral partner with Alabama 
Emergency Managment Agency (EMA) providing emergency 
response teams during natural disasters such as hurricanes, 
tornados, floods, and ice storms, as well as law enforcement 
assistance for special events and emergency situations.

 ♦ Forest Protection Program –Protect the state’s forests from 
destructive insects and disease, including southern pine beetle 
detection and landowner notification program.

 ♦ Forest Health Monitoring Program – Monitor the health of 
Alabama’s forests, notifying landowners of infestations, then 
providing advice and assistance in controlling invasive plants, 
insects, and disease. 

 ♦ Promotion of  Productive Forests – Provide technical 
assistance to forest landowners through on-the-ground as-
sessments, written forest management plans, and stand man-
agement recommendations.

 ♦ Technical Service Provider – Provide cost-share assis-
tance programs to help landowners meet their management 
objectives.

 ♦ Ensure Water Quality – Partner with landowners and other 
stakeholders in managing our state’s forest resources to 
enhance and protect watersheds and riparian zones. Provide 
information and guidance to landowners and timber harvesters 
regarding Best Management Practices (BMPs) to help ensure 
water quality.

 ♦ Promote Establishment and Enhancement of Wildlife 
Habitat – Provide landowners with wildlife habitat manage-
ment recommendations.

 ♦ Annual Forest Inventory Analysis (FIA) Data – Collect 
data about Alabama’s forest resources which is used for 
current and future economic development recruitment and 
planning.

 ♦ Annual Survey of Alabama Forest Products Companies – 
Collect information on forest products companies in the state 
to develop, attract, and locate opportunities for Alabama’s 
forest products firms.

 ♦ Urban Forestry Assists – Work with cities and communities 
to enhance the quality of life by improving the management of 
urban trees.

 ♦ Outreach Program – Identify and inform underserved and 
minority landowners about good forest stewardship and avail-
able cost-share programs; provide technical assistance to help 
them implement recommended practices. 

Proudly serving Alabama 
forest landowners for  
over 90 years . . .

. . . We are the  
Alabama Forestry Commission

The Alabama Forestry Commission (AFC) is the state agency responsible for protecting and promoting the vast resources of 
Alabama’s forests. Understanding the value of these forests to our state’s environment and economy, the AFC employs mea-
sures to prevent and suppress forest fires; detects, monitors, and alerts forest landowners of destructive invasive plants, 
insects, and diseases; provides forest management advice and professional technical assistance to private landowners; and 

provides educational and natural resources-related information to all citizens regarding the benefits of forest culture, preservation, 
and use, not only for the needs of today but for future generations as well.

Protect .Sustain .Educate 

(Continued on page 28)
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 ♦ Alabama’s TREASURED Forests Magazine – Designed as 
an educational tool that focuses on good forest stewardship 
for Alabama landowners, this publication is published three 
times per year and offered at no charge. It provides timely 
information on forest management, wildlife habitat practices, 
cost-share programs, and technology. 

 ♦ Various Literature and Presentations – Produced for land-
owner groups covering topics such as “Selling Your Timber,” 
“Coastal Pre-Harvest Guide for Forest Landowners,” “Ala-
bama Prescribed Burning Guide,” “Alabama’s Best Manage-

ment Practices for Forestry,” “50 Ways to Protect Your Home 
from Wildfire,” and “Five Ways to Protect Your Forestland.” 

 ♦ Workshops, Field Days, and Tours – Work with local land-
owner groups and other natural resources agencies to organize 
and conduct events that educate landowners about good forest 
stewardship practices. 

 ♦ Educational Programs – Conducted for local schools, civic 
organizations, and other community groups to promote the 
importance of Alabama’s forests and forest resources. 

To learn how the Alabama Forestry Commission may be of 
service to you, contact your county AFC office or visit us online 
at www.forestry.alabama.gov.

To the Editor:
We were very proud to be one of the 
early owners of Alabama’s TREASURED 
Forests. The land was sold to a paper 
company in 1996. Thank you for 
continuing to send the magazine. My 
husband enjoyed the information and 
pictures.
Bettie Jo Glenn
Stillwater, Oklahoma

To Dan Jackson
Montgomery, Alabama:
As snow quickly fell across Alabama, our 
dialysis clinic began to implement our 
emergency plan. We had a clinic full of 
patients and staff and we all needed to get 
home. I would like to extend my deepest 
praise to Forest Ranger Scott Sweatt for 
his generosity, kindness and expertise as 
he first transported our patients home and 
then returned to the clinic to rescue the 
staff. 
After several hours in downtown 
Birmingham we realized that the over-
the-mountain area where we were headed 
was impossible to reach. We made the 
difficult decision to turn around and go 
back to the clinic where we had been all 
day. Thanks to Ranger Sweatt, we safely 
navigated the ice, the hills, and the other 
cars and made it back. Ranger Sweatt was 
kind and made us feel safe throughout the 
entire experience; he even stopped in a 
convenience store so we could buy food 
to get us through the night . . . There were 
many “good Samaritans” in Alabama that 
night and I am thankful to have been in the 
care of one of the best. 
I appreciate the service of the Alabama 

Forestry Commission and especially 
Ranger Sweatt. Many blessings to you all. 
Laura Johnson, LGSW
Social Worker, DSI South Dialysis 
Birmingham, Alabama

To Alabama Forestry Commission:
Just a short note to compliment Ross 
Presley, Richard Johnson, Jason Barrett, 
and Rickey Fields. Recently these 
gentlemen did a control burn on property 
in Stapleton. They were very professional 
in the manner in which they did the burn 
and the way they conducted themselves. 
They represent your department in the 
great way they did their jobs and the way 
they protected the surrounding area.
Bill Broadus
Stapleton, Alabama

To Clarke County AFC
Grove Hill, Alabama:
On 10 March I called the Alabama 
Forestry Service asking how I could get 
some cypress knees. Two days later I 
got a call from a very nice man named 
Kevin Crawford. I told him I was flying 
down south from Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
to vacation with my daughter and three 
granddaughters, and I wanted to get some 
cypress knees to make into reminders 
of our vacation. I plan on sanding the 
knees then wood burning the date of our 
vacation (it was to celebrate my 70th 
birthday.)
My granddaughter and I drove north 
about 70 miles to meet him. We then 
walked out to the swamp and he cut 
five knees for me. This is a special 
thank you for Kevin being so very kind 

and thoughtful. He made an old lady 
extremely happy by going out of his way 
to call me in Wyoming and then take me 
out to the swamp to cut cypress knees. 
I will remember that day forever. Kevin 
Crawford could not have been kinder or 
nicer to us.
You are lucky to have Forest Specialist 
Kevin Crawford working for the State 
of Alabama. I have told everyone up my 
way what wonderful and fine people are 
in Alabama. I do realize it may seem like 
a little thing to many people but to me it 
meant the world. Again, thank you, Kevin.
Judy Plummer
Cheyenne, Wyoming

To Benji Elmore
Grove Hill, Alabama:
Two of my relatives and I are small 
forestry landowners in Choctaw County. 
We experienced the epidemic of pine 
beetle devastation and have taken steps 
to reforest. The Alabama Forestry 
Commission Office in Butler, Alabama, 
advised us and provided other assistance 
as we took action to overcome this 
situation. One person, Mr. Allan Johnson, 
was particularly helpful in providing 
advice during each step of the process as 
we undertook action to establish a pine 
plantation in all our areas. He inspected 
all areas and provided viable options for 
us to choose. As the work progressed, he 
was available to assure that all activities 
were being implemented in accordance 
with the best forestry practices. He was 
always available to answer questions by 
telephone conversation and made himself 
available for face-to-face meetings as 

Proudly serving Alabama
(Continued from page 27)

In Their Own Words: Letters to the AFC
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