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March 12,

To Gary Cole

AFC Southwest Regional Forester

Brewton, Alabama:
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we have been following the Alabama
' delines and sugges-

Forestry Commission’s gu!
tions With Benji’s help and ave extremely
roud. of the success we have had on our
roperty- '
P ‘ﬁ/\ank you $0 much for your guidance
allowing us to work with Bent Elmovre to
improve our roperty- ' ‘
'\O/Je would l?ike to continue working with you
and Benji on maintaining the guidelines set by
the Commission in the future:
Thank you again,
David B. Ball
paradise Farms
Mobile, Alabama
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April 26, 2013

To Walker County AFC,

Jasper, Alabama:
To Elishia Ballentine,

Hello, my name is Beth-Anne Blair. | was one of

the teachers from Sumiton School- | just wanted to Montgomery, Alab

write to say “Thank You” so much for today. We had » Alavama:

a wonderful time and our kids veally enjoyed it. We
ke our kids had learned $O

walked away feeling like 0

much. | have to say. it was obvious that you guys had
ut a lot of planning and. thought into the activities
for the day. It was very, very well organized. We hope
we are able to come back next year-

Thanks so much,

Mvrs. [Betb\-Anvxe] Blair
Sumiton, Alabama
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native, | am great magazine.

Commission 01(0 O‘;Os“d of AFC and the gArse aat“ Alabama
publication. and of the outstanding work the
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Starkville, Mississippi
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lV\- TI/\ZI.V OWV\- WOV‘dS (Comtinued)".

June 7, 2013
To Linda Casey,
Montgomery, Alabama:

Please allow me to express my sincere appreciation to Mr. Joseph Donnelly for making my
recent visit to Alabama extremely worthwhile.
Last month | traveled from my home in Arizona to Alabama to see my 40-acre property of

longleaf pine in Baldwin County. After cogongrass spraying the last two years and a prescribed

burn last year, | wanted to see what there was to do for the property for the next two or three
years.

on my first day, Mr. Donnelly made time to meet at the property despite any other responsi-
bilities he may have had. Just as two years before, like an old friend, he was waiting for me —
friendly and professional. In the hour we walked the property, he readily discussed the numerous
questions | had sent him in advance about prescribed burns and fire lanes, cogongrass and other
invasive species, timber stand improvements, and NRCS programs, various harvest options, natural
regeneration, and risks from disease and five . . . as | had been concerned about possible fire losses,
| again asked Mr. Donnelly about fire risks. | had to smile and laugh when he told me the risk was

very low because the property was “hurned” and has the best fivefighting crew in the country so

close by. In parting, Mr. Donnelly invited me to the Baldwin County Forestry Field Day on
Thursday - - -

That evening as | left Alabama, | was quite satisfied with what could be done for the property.
For that | have Joey Donnelly to thank for his timely, professional guidance. Now | already look
forward to returning to Alabama to see the natural regeneration, to see Joey Donnelly and some

of the other fine people | met at the field day, and to enjoy more of Alabama’s natural beauty.

April 3, 2013

Sincerely,
David Weiss
Tucson, Arizona

ce Springevr,
XOF]CB Vgast Cpevxtga( Regiomal Forester

Montgomery, Alabama:

2|t compelled to write you following a
recleixt expw’?evxce with two of your ewxplo.%ze(sét_
Blake Kelley and Ricky Povch. l’ra_re(g w(:if;( let-
ters; unfortunately when | do, it 1 to addve

voblem. This, however, 15 different. A
Mr. Kelley and M. Porch were outst_avyt‘w(\g
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The ;gorivate sector could learn a few tl/\mgisw_ Ay furgy:f{, ot/h ;
from your two state employees: 1) COW‘W‘W‘!A Their ¢y Utions |,
tion, 2) attention to detail, 3) follow through, Were. g ;SS .

d 4) follow up- ' . Tha
an‘r l/\a)mk you for the service you provide and asge//;
the people you have delivering. o FFZ;/Z;“\?

Mike W. Sanford

Hoover, Alabama
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May 6, 2013

To Paul Williams,
Cleburne AFC Work Unit Manager,
Heflin, Alabama:

As you know, your staff was on our proper-
ty last week to perform firebreak and water
diversion construction with your organization’s
John Deere tractors. Forestry Specialists
Richard McCain and James Barker each
worked on these projects over a two-day peri-
od: Tuesday, April 30, and Wednesday, May 1,
2013. Their performance exceeded our
expectations!

Both my son Mark and | want to thank you
for this fine service by these forestry profes-
sionals. Their work was performed on time, to
our specifications and completed seamlessly in
every aspect. They vastly improved our existing
rutty interior dirt roads and also built over
two miles of new firebreaks in a relatively
short time.

Of interest, both of these men, independent
of the other, told us (not less than a dozen
times each) . . . “if you see something you
don't like, please tell me and I'll do what you
prefer.”” That is exceptional service and direct-
ed to the property owner’s interests, which is
a rare occurvence these days. Their personal
interest, professionalism, promptness, and
strong work ethics are very much appreciated
by my family. We commend both oflg them! You
have, in our view, two very special people on
your staff. We hope our paths cross again, and
soon.

Thank you for them and also thanks to you.
Your organization holds a special place in our
thoughts and minds.

\
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P.O. Box 302550 Montgomery, AL 36130-2550
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Zip: 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
E-mail changes of address to: tfmag@forestry.alabama.gov :
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June 12, 2013
To Paul Hudgins,
Butler County AFC
Greenville, Alabama

| really enjoyed being a part of this year's
Natural Resources Camp. | was truly impressed by
what y'all have going on and especially by the fact
that you have so many community volunteers who
are willing to support and be involved in the
camp. That is fantastic!

I had a blast going to beautiful Mussel Creek
with your wonderful group of campers!

Thanks for letting me join you,

Mona Scruggs Dominguez

Water Quality Education Specialist,
Alabama Water Watch

4-H & Youth Development,

Alabama Cooperative Extension System
Auburn University, Alabama
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