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Who says that 13 is an unlucky charm! Not 
if you are from Tuscaloosa County. The 
Tuscaloosa County 4-H Forestry Judging 
Team took top honors this past July at the 

National 4-H Forestry Invitational in Weston, West Virginia, 
defeating 13 other competing states. This win marked the 13th 
time since 1984 that a Tuscaloosa County 4-H Forestry or 
Wildlife Judging Team has won the national championship. It 
also continued Alabama’s dominance in the state teams winning 
17 national 4-H forestry team championships since 1984. Only 
two other states have won three championships each in that time 
frame!

The team of Forrest Ford, Amelia Dewitt, Tamara Beams, 
and Hunter Ford won this opportunity of representing the state 
of Alabama by winning the 2009 Alabama 4-H Forestry 
Invitational in 
Winfield in June. In 
taking this national 
honor, these young-
sters scored a very 
impressive total of 
1690 points. They 
defeated the second 
place team, Illinois, by 
61 points, and the third 
place team, Louisiana, 
by 91 points. Arkansas 
and Tennessee rounded 
out the top five states.

The National 4-H 
Forestry Invitational is 
the equivalent to the 
Olympics in sports. In 
this 4-H youth event, 
4-H’ers learn how to 
identify trees, diseases, 
and insects located all over the United States. They test their 
skills in reading compasses and properly pacing distances, and 
how to determine the value of woodlands by evaluating timber 
stands. The students were tested on their ability of reading 
topography maps, a forestry written exam, and forest site evalu-
ation as well.

The team was also the national champions in the Forestry 
Knowledge Bowl. Due to their excellent forestry test scores, 
they received a bye in the first round. They defeated New York 
in the second round and Tennessee in the third round. Then they 
made it to the final round, the only part of the Invitational in 
which all youth and adults may observe. This group made 
Alabama proud, in front of a packed house, defeating a very 
good Illinois team by a score of 165-65. This makes the eighth 
time that a Tuscaloosa County 4-H Forestry Team has won the 
National 4-H "Forestry Knowledge" Bowl Championship.

In individual scores, Alabama’s Forrest Ford won the overall 
high individual award with a score of 459.5/500 points. Amelia 
DeWitt took second place honors with a score of 443 points, 
and Tamara Beams placed fifth with a score of 433.5 points. 
Hunter Ford placed right out of the top ten with a score of 406 
points.

In team scores, the Alabama team scored 150/150 in disease 
identification, 130/150 in the forestry exam, 284/300 in tree 
identification, 143/150 in insect identification, 234/300 in tree 
measurement, 264/300 in compass orienteering, 140/150 in 
topography, and a 240/300 in site evaluation. They earned extra 
points by winning the Forestry Knowledge Bowl. 

The 2009 Alabama 4-H Forestry Team was coached by 
Tuscaloosa County Extension Coordinator Wayne Ford 
(Alabama Cooperative Extension System), assisted by 4-H vol-

unteer leader Lisa 
Ford. This win marked 
the eighth time that a 
Tuscaloosa County 
4-H Forestry team 
coached by Wayne 
Ford has won this 
honor, the most in the 
United States. 
Tuscaloosa County 
teams won in 1984, 
1987, 1989, 1992, 
1996, 2000, 2002, and 
of course, 2009. Ford 
has had eight teams to 
win the National 4-H 
Forestry Knowledge 
Bowl as well, also the 
most wins by any 
coach in the nation. To 
round out Tuscaloosa 

County’s 13 national championships, the Tuscaloosa County 
4-H Wildlife Teams won in 1990, 1993, 1998, 2003, and 2006.

Local sponsors of the 2009 Alabama Team included Auburn 
University; the Tuscaloosa County Farmers Federation; Kiwanis 
of Tuscaloosa; Home Depot; and 4-H forestry team alumni, 
Jarred West and Lindsey Waters Johnson. State sponsors includ-
ed the Alabama Forest Owners Association, the Alabama 
Forestry Commission, International Paper, Inc., and Norphlett 
McCollum.

The National 4-H Forestry Invitational is always held at his-
toric Jackson’s Mill State 4-H Camp, the old mill where General 
Thomas ‘Stonewall’ Jackson worked as a boy. This picturesque 
site, which is nestled among the beautiful rolling West Virginia 
hills and along the West Fork River, was also the first state 4-H 
camp in the United States. The Farm Credit System and the 
Cooperative Extension System sponsored this event.

Alabama 4-H Forestry Judging Team 
Wins National Championship

2009 Alabama 4-H Forestry Team - (L-R) Coach Wayne Ford, Forrest 
Ford, Tamara Beams, Amelia DeWitt, Hunter Ford, 4-H Volunteer Leader 
Lisa Ford, and Todd Dailey of Farm Credit System.
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