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Four leaders in the outdoors industry
have teamed with Progressive Farmer/
Rural Sportsman magazine to recognize
the contributions of private landowners to
the future of hunting and fishing.

Simmons Outdoor Corp., Wrangler,
Stren Fishing Lines and Benelli are the
2000 category sponsors of the Wildlife
Stewardship FarmTM Awards Program.
The awards were established to identify
farms where lands and lakes/streams are
managed to benefit wildlife and made
available for public use.

A “Farm of the Year” will be honored
for exemplary wildlife and habitat man-
agement in each of four categories: Big
Game, sponsored by Simmons;
Waterfowl, sponsored by Benelli; Farm
Pond/Stream, sponsored by Stren; and
Upland Game, sponsored by Wrangler.
Any farm or ranch in the U.S. that allows
hunting and fishing by the public on
some basis, either commercially or other-
wise, may be entered.

Rural Sportsman editor J. Wayne
Fears points out that an estimated 66 per-
cent of wildlife habitat is privately
owned, with 80 percent of the wildlife
found on that 66 percent. Also, private
lands are home to an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion ponds. In 1991, 10.6 million anglers
fished on private ponds measuring 10

acres or smaller. “The farmer has long
been the unsung hero in the field of
wildlife management,” said Fears. “Many
landowners and leaseholders serve as
wildlife stewards and work hard to pass
on these renewable resources to future
generations. It’s time they received the
recognition they deserve.”

Eligible entrants will be the actual
stewards of the lands, those responsible
for planning and implementing manage-
ment practices whether or not they own
the land. A farm or ranch may be entered
into one or more categories.

To enter the awards program, the
steward must complete an entry form
provided by Rural Sportsman and submit
photographs that illustrate the manage-
ment practices. Entries must be received
by Rural Sportsman no later than May
31, 2000. Winners in each category will
receive products from the sponsoring
company, a plaque, a farm sign, and an
expenses-paid trip for two to
Birmingham, Alabama, for an awards
presentation.

To request further information and
entry forms, write to Becky Granzow,
Rural Sportsman, P.O. Box 2581,
Birmingham, AL 35202; fax to 
205-877-6860; or e-mail to
becky_granzow@spc.com.

Industry Leaders to Award Farmers 
for Wildlife Stewardship Practices

Visit the Alabama Forestry Commission Web Page:

www.forestry.state.al.us

17th Annual 
Alabama Landowner

and TREASURE Forest
Conference

October 5-6, 2000
Governors House Hotel 
and Conference Center

Montgomery, AL

Mark your calendar!
Details and registration form

in the summer issue of
Alabama’s TREASURED Forests

M E M O R I A L
Lee W. Pershke, 49, of Killen, Ala.,

passed away February 17, 2000.
He was a true friend to the forestry
community. Lee was employed by
DuPont as the forestry representa-
tive in several states. He will be

greatly missed by his family,
friends and co-workers.


