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ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION

October 1, 2000

The Honorable Don Siegelman
Governor, State of Alabama
600 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36130

Dear Governor Siegelman:

| am proud to submit this 31st Annual Report of the Alabama Forestry Commission for the State Fiscal
Year 1999-2000 to you and the citizens of this great state we serve.

The continued drought placed a heavy demand on the Forestry Commission’s firefighting resources last
year. We responded to 6,437 wildfires that burned 87,441 acres. This extremely critical fire situation was
handled in a professional and efficient manner with the help of the state’s 988 volunteer fire departments
and our other cooperators.

Providing technical assistance to forest landowners as they employ stewardship principals in meeting
their management objectives is a high priority for our agency. This year 152 new TREASURE Forests
totaling 83,308 acres were certified. This represents a 31 percent increase over acres certified the previ-
ous year. Currently 1,541 families are managing 1.79 million acres under this program.

The Forestry Commission now has an outreach coordinator in each of our four regions. These individu-
als are concentrating on making contacts with underserved landowners. This is one way our agency is
ensuring that all landowners have access to information about our programs.

| am extremely proud of my teammates within the Alabama Forestry Commission. We have made signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life for Alabama’s citizens through our achievements in forestry. Our
employees continue to handle their responsibilities with efficiency and professionalism. | commend to
you the associates of the Alabama Forestry Commission listed on pages 22-23 of this report.

Sincerely,

z 5 7

imothy C. Boyce
State Forester
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ADMINISTRATIVE

EQUIPMENT

During Fiscal Year 1999-2000, the
Equipment Section wrote specifications
for new pickups, vans and automabiles.
One automobile, two communications
vans and 31 pickup trucks were received
during the year. Three additional pickup
trucks were ordered. Nine transport
trucks (four tilt-rollback, five truck-trac-
tors) were delivered during this time
period. Three heavy-duty lowboy trailers
were also delivered.

Nine new 450 and 550 size tractors
were delivered. These units were fitted
with the forestry protection package.
Along with the received equipment,
specifications were devel oped for 14
450 and 550 size tractors. Due to contin-
uing problems and weight limitations
with tilt-rollback beds, the Equipment
Committee developed a new transport
bed design and these will be installed on
15 newly ordered transports. Four truck-
tractor transports and two lowboys were
also ordered.

The section also assisted several
counties with specifications for ordering
transports and pickups that were pur-
chased locally. Several manufactures
recalls and numerous warranty issues
were resolved including replacement and
engine parts on several vehicles and trac-
tors.

CENTRAL SHOP

Operating a state Central Shop
enables us to repair AFC and Rural

Community Fire Protection vehicles. The
AFC'sfirst priority isto the RCFP pro-
gram. This program allows us to loan fire
equipment obtained from the military
and other governmental agenciesto fire
departments. Approximately 55 RCFP
trucks were put through the shop and
issued to fire departments. Ninety-five
RCFP truck parts were pulled and
shipped, filling requests from 85 fire
departments. The Central Shop also
works on AFC transport trucks and fire
tractors. This year AFC personnel
worked on 47 tractors, 10 of which were
major overhauls and one total rebuild.
During the fiscal year we also worked on
15 transports and some 104 smaller
trucks and other vehicles. This work
ranged from minor repairs such as brake
work to major repairs such as engine
exchanges.

The Central Shop responds to several
emergencies each year. One associate
was dispatched to central Florida during
their fire emergency to assist in repairing
several units. This helped keep them
operational during the emergency situa-
tion. Several field visits to replace
thrown tracks and other emergency
repairs were also made in-state. We also
delivered and set up the AFC’'s Mobile
Command Post on the Poplar Springs
fire in Tuscaloosa County.

The section continues to work closely
with Risk Management and an architect
to secure replacement of the track shop
and equipment lost in the fire of 1998.

Table 1

Items Acquired from the Federal Excess Program
During Fiscal Year 1999-2000

Property Number Value
Trucks 41 $884,390
Command Center 1 $152,286
Generators, Tools, Office
Furniture, Turnout Gear,
Lumber, etc. $138,510
Total $1,175,186

FEDERAL EXCESS PROPERTY

Screening at Alabama, Georgia,
Florida and Mississippi military basesis
atime consuming and arduous task. This
must be followed up by quickly retriev-
ing screened property as soon as
Government Services Administration
approval is made. Once the property is
received it is inventoried, warehoused
and distributed to the regions for fire
control use, saving the taxpayers of
Alabama many thousands of dollars.

Table 1 lists items acquired from the
Federal Excess Program last year.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Financial records of the Alabama
Forestry Commission are maintained in
accordance with accepted accounting
procedures and conform to state and fed-
eral law as defined by the Comptroller,
Examiners of Public Accounts and the
U.S. Forest Service.

The operating statement on page 6
was prepared with unaudited data. Also
included in this annual report is a
Balance Sheet for fiscal year 1999-00,
which is found on page 7.

During the year the Financial Services
Section processed 16,623 payment
vouchers consisting of 13,046 payments
to miscellaneous vendors, 2,518 utility
payments and 1,059 payments to volun-
teer fire departments. The section also
made 144 deposits during the year.

PERSONNEL

For the first time in eight years, the
Forestry Commission experienced a net
gainin total number of employeesin the
year 2000. The increased number of
employees over the previous year was
primarily the result of the Commission’s
continuing effort to replace personnel
who retired during the 1998 retirement
incentive program for state employees.
Even with a net gain of seven employees
from 1999, the Commission is still oper-
ating with more than 100 fewer people
than the agency employed in 1992 (see
Table 2, page 8).

The Commission’s most crucial per-
sonnel need is at the county level. At the
end of the fiscal year, 16 counties had



Alabama Forestry Commission

Statement of Operations for Fiscal Years Ending September 30

Actual

FY97 FY98 FY99 FY00 FYO00 Budget Balance
Expenditures
Personnel 11,890,272 12,402,734 12,672,071 12,631,591 12,631,592 1
Fringe Benefits 2,853,808 2,769,338 2,662,040 2,948,709 2,948,710 1
In State Travel 245,812 282,895 355,403 371,828 371,828 0
Out Of State Travel 44,458 22,384 13,903 19,746 19,747 1
Repairs and Maintenance 267,730 297,739 559,981 432,936 432,937 1
Rental and Leases 631,277 359,118 343,873 377,785 377,785 0
Utilities and Communications 606,263 679,746 648,501 688,662 688,662 0
Professional Services 575,070 817,634 928,604 1,062,124 1,062,124 0
Supplies 993,617 1,091,420 1,330,519 1,185,590 1,185,591 1
Transportation Operations 1,167,720 1,192,775 1,335,389 1,375,398 1,375,399 1
Grants and Benefits 2,291,748 2,859,635 3,168,664 4,071,326 4,071,326 0
Transportation Equipment 440,541 1,318,799 2,028,973 3,280,550 3,280,550 0
Other Equipment 248,777 466,869 571,216 244,842 244,842 0)
Excess Available 0 0 0 0 0
Total Expenditures 22,257,093 24,561,087 26,619,139 28,691,088 28,691,093 5
Revenue Budget
AFC Funds:
Severance Tax 7,739,694 4,597,453 6,428,809 7,452,067
Timber and Turpentine 40,751 63,404 46,072 46,141
Fishing Permits 1,962 2,155 2,112 565
Fines and Forfeits 7,996 9,881 8,358 22,234
Radio Leases 8,050 3,150 1,580 600
Oil Royalties 11,951 6,384 4,670 6,623
Miscellaneous 9,810 5,862 23,072 2,877
Prior Year Refunds 6,926 5,819 37,760 23,966
Contract Services 0 0 0 131,045
Equipment Sales 38 2 0 0
Timber Sales 4,971 19,850 307,826 959,484
Other Sales 35,182 38,160 65,793 16,944
Seedling Sales 1,125,167 1,668,032 1,737,765 1,458,880
Donations 0 100 0 0
Intragovernment Sales 31,516 24,867 61,000 18,541
Equipment Rentals 496 1,408 957 1,347
Other Rents 25,107 18,531 16,483 17,692
Plowing Firebreaks 200,429 116,998 145,457 124,583
Prescribed Burning 124,759 111,898 185,290 188,550
AFC Funds 9,374,805 6,693,955 9,073,003 10,472,139 9,980,842 (491,297)
State General Fund 11,684,479 11,967,999 12,806,224 13,699,132 13,699,132 0
Federal Funds
Federal Grants 2,081,418 3,449,655 2,246,305 2,912,454
Federal Agreements 12,849 6,875 9,845 13,135
Federal Reimbursements 48,489 29,510 182,471 11,428
Total Federal Funds 2,142,756 3,486,040 2,438,620 2,937,018 2,760,271 (176,747)
Local Funds
County Appropriations 173,843 433,339 277,015 255,860
Acreage Assessments 1,812,600 1,799,319 1,784,305 1,777,097
Local Grants 38,931 32,583 20,543 9,651
Total Local Funds 2,025,374 2,265,241 2,081,863 2,042,608 2,042,608 1)
Budgetary Transfers In (Out)
Supplement
Severance Tax—County Share
Operating Transfers
Capital Transfers (393,058) (1,184,678) (482,509) (967,569) (967,569)
Total Transfers (393,058) (1,184,678) (482,509) (967,569) (967,569)
AFC Balance Forward 533,016 3,110,278 974,188 715,408 715,408
Federal Balance Forward 803,559 144,864 144,864
Local Balance Forward 315,537 315,537
Total Forward 533,016 3,110,278 1,777,747 1,175,809 1,175,809
Total Revenues and Transfers 25,367,372 26,338,834 27,694,948 29,359,136 28,691,093
Capital Transfers 393,058 1,184,678 482,509 967,569 967,569
Capital Outlay 279,664 940,506 101,328 36,644 967,569
Unalloted Capital Transfers 0 0
Reserve for Capital Outlay 113,394 244,173 381,181 930,925
Agency Cash Available 25,760,430 27,523,513 28,177,457 30,326,706 29,658,662
Agency Expended
and Reserved 22,650,151 25,745,766 27,101,648 29,658,658 29,658,662
Ending Cash Balance 3,110,278 1,777,747 1,075,809 668,048 0)




Alabama Forestry Commission

Fund Balance Sheet as of September 30, 2000

AFC Operations Emergency Stewardship  County Tobacco Severance
Fund Fund Tag Fund Tax Fund Tax Fund
Cash 4,561,464.59 195,778.29 456,210.50 53,202.35 42,936.99
Accounts Receivable
Due from Other Funds 42,936.99
Advance Travel
Assets 4,604,401.58 195,778.29 456,210.50 53,202.35 42,936.99
Vouchers Payable 0.00
Seedling Sale Deposits 194,994.05
Due to Other Funds 42,936.99
Due to Other Governments
Clay County 9,690.83
Henry County 4,820.37
Limestone County 27,675.62
Randolph County 6,868.55
Blount County 4,146.98
Deferred Revenue:
Federal Funds 1,500.00
Local Funds
Due to Employees
Accounts Payable
Receipts Pending
Disbursement 265,984.83
Liabilities 462,478.88 0.00 0.00 53,202.35 42,936.99
Reserve for Pre-Encumbrances 61,800.00
Reserve for Encumbrances  1,695,028.30
Reserve for Capital Outlay
FY 95 0.00
FY 96 4,435.30
FY 97 113,393.63
FY 98 244,172.89
FY 99 381,181.13
FY 00 930,925.47
Unalloted Capital Transfers 0.00
Reserved Fund Balance 3,430,936.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Unreserved Fund Balance 710,985.98 195,778.29 456,210.50 (0.00) 0.00
Liabilities and Fund Balance 4,604,401.58 195,778.29 456,210.50 53,202.35 42,936.99

only two employees each. The
Commission considers three people to be
the minimum number required to fight
wildfires safely and provide other servic-
es the public expects from the agency.
Several of the state’s larger counties have
amuch higher number of fires and
greater demand for services, and thus
reguire more than the three-person mini-
mum to operate safely and efficiently.
The Commission continues to work
with the legislature and the administra-
tion to address the shortage of personnel

at the county level. The FY 2001 budget
should allow the Commission to begin
adding additional personnel in some of
the counties now operating with two
employees. Reaching the three-person
minimum staffing level will be the focus
of the Commission’s effortsin the area
of personnel for the foreseeable future.




Table 2

Alabama Forestry Commission Staffing for Fiscal Years Ending September 30

‘consolidated with Forest Ranger and Forester categories in 1996.

Category 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Clerical 42 42 40 37 315 32 31 29 29
Programming 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Accounting 5 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 2
General Services 4 4 4 3 2 4 4 4 4
Information/Education 6 5 5 5 5 4.5 4.5 5.5 5.5
Communications 29 26 26 23 21 24 24 22 24
Forest Ranger/Worker 235 218 219 198 168 165 161 148 152
Forester/Manager/

Specialist/Director 99 108 103 103 127 124 125 124 125
Nursery* 26 16 10 5
Aviation 14 15 13 11 9 8 8 6 6
Maintenance 9 8 9 9 8 8 7 7 7
Executive 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 3
Total 475 451 438 403 379.5 376.5 372.5 352.5 359.5
Net -24 -13 -35 -23.5 -3 -4 -20 +7

EDUCATION

FORESTRY CAMP

Twenty-six students attended the
Fourth Annual Forestry Camp held June
4-8, 2000, at the Federation of Southern
Cooperatives' facility in Epes, Alabama.
The students were given instruction in
forest management, wildlife, urban
forestry, forest measurements, TREA-
SURE Forest and other natural resource
topics. A college and career night was
held one evening where representatives
from colleges, universities and natural
resource agencies talked to students
about opportunitiesin the field of
forestry.

ALABAMA FORESTS FOREVER

The Alabama Forestry Commission
joined the Alabama Forestry Association,
the State Board of Registration for
Foresters and the Auburn University
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences
to form the Alabama Forests Forever
Foundation. The AFFF is responsible for
administering a forestry public aware-
ness campaign that includes several com-
ponents: a brochure, a video, billboards
around the state, educational CD-ROMs
for middle and elementary school stu-
dents, and radio and television spots.
Alabama Forests Forever held a kick-off

press conference at a Montgomery mid-
dle school in May 2000.

Three aspects of Alabama's forests are
emphasized in the campaign: environmen-
tal benefits, forest products and recreation-
al opportunities. Funding for the campaign
is primarily provided through a grant from
sales generated by the forestry car tag.

OUTREACH

The AFC continues its commitment to
help minority and underserved landown-
ers stay in the business of forestry and
assist new landowners interested in
forestry.

In 1999 and continuing into 2000, an
intense initiative was devel oped to
“reach out” to underserved and minority
landowners who were not receiving
access to information, assistance and
programs provided by the state and fed-
eral forest programs.

The vision of the AFC’s outreach pro-
gram is “to engage minority/underserved
landowners in enhancing the forest
resources in the state by increasing par-
ticipation, understanding and trust
through a focused outreach effort by
technically competent professionals”

The AFC's outreach program is ahead
of similar programs in other statesand is
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used as an example of what can and
should be done. During the past fiscal
year, two additional outreach foresters
were hired. This means there is now one
outreach forester in each of the four AFC
regions. Unlike other forestersin the
regions, the outreach foresters will focus
most of their efforts on the underserved
and underrepresented populations.

We are in the process of developing a
statewide database that will identify
where underserved landowners are and
what forestry needs they have. Over 200
additional landowners have been identi-
fied and added to the existing database.
Over 100 underserved landowners have
been encouraged to attend landowner
conferences and forestry tours. In addi-
tion, numerous underserved landowners
have attended technical workshops on
heir property, tax credits, the importance
of management plans and the process of
applying for services such as cost share,
the TREASURE Forest program, etc.

The AFC has aggressively recruited
more minorities into the work force.
Fourteen were hired last fiscal year; six
foresters, two technicians, four clerica
and two forestry workers, which isa
training position for forest ranger/techni-
cians.




To accomplish our outreach goals, the
AFC sought the “buy in” of its managers
by providing team-building and cultural
diversity training. One hundred twenty
managers and supervisors attended a
two-day training session. The primary
objectives of the training were to:

e Increase sensitivity and awareness of
individual values about race, gender,
age and income, which affect partici-
pants’ thinking and, in turn, their
behaviors.

Educate participants about today’s
demographic redlities; i.e., who is
available to do the work.

Enhance skills necessary for manag-
ing differences in the areas of inter-
persona communication, conflict res-
olution, and team-building.

Develop strategies to integrate diver-
sity into the organization in the areas
of recruitment, selection and retention
of employees.

The AFC has continued supporting
the Federation of Southern Cooperatives.
Several demonstration projects are
underway at their training and research
center located near Epes, Alabama.
Several technical workshops were also
conducted at their facilities. In addition,
AFC has aso continued our collabora-
tion with Alabama A&M, Tuskegee and
Auburn University.

PROTECTION

FIRE SUPPRESSION

During Fiscal Year 1999-2000,
Alabama experienced the third year of a
deepening drought. The lack of rain led
to parts of central and west Alabama
reaching severe drought levels several
times during the summer of 2000.

The drought led to increased numbers
of wildfires. Alabama experienced 6,537
wildfires that burned 88,474 acres. These
rates were a 62.4 percent increase in the
number of fires and a more than dou-
bling (121 percent increase) in the
acreage burned as compared to the aver-
age of the previous five years. The num-
ber of fires and acres burned by county
are shown in the maps on this page and
on page 10.

The Commission pushed safety as our
number one priority throughout the year
and as aresult only had two serious
injuries. The Commission isin the sec-
ond year of implementing its new physi-
cal standards for front line firefighters, in
line with National Wildfire Coordinating
Group standards. The 2000 test had an
89 percent pass rate.

The Commission is working to update
its equipment as well. During FY 2000,
the Commission purchased three new
helicopter buckets designed to work with
Blackhawk helicopters flown by the
AlabamaArmy National Guard. The
Guard pilots are undergoing training and
the buckets will be available for firefight-
ing during FY 2000-01.

FIRE EMERGENCIES

The severe drought Alabama faced
during 2000 greatly increased the poten-
tial for dangerous wildfires. The
Commission used all the fire prevention

Number of Wildfires by County
October 1, 1999 - September 30, 2000

Number of Wildfires
byCounty

[] 141 to 490
[] s2t0141




tools at its disposal, including the
issuance of fire alerts. During afire alert,
the Commission restricts prescribed
burning in a designated area. Combined
with other prevention methods, fire alerts
keep fire problems at a manageable level.

The Commission was forced to issue
15 fire derts for various parts of the state
during FY 1999-2000. A map showing
the number of days each county was
under afire aert is on page 11.

During September, a major fire
occurred along the Tuscal oosa-Jefferson
county border. The Poplar Springs Fire
was amajor campaign fire, utilizing

equipment and manpower from the
Commission, the Alabama National
Guard, the Tuscaloosa County Highway
Department, Alabama Emergency
Management Agency, U.S. Steel,
Alawest and three volunteer fire depart-
ments. The fire was supervised by a Fire
Management Team, which marked the
first formal use of the Incident
Command System for wildfires by the
Commission. The fire was controlled at
2,800 acres.

Acres Burned in Alabama
October 1, 1999 - September 30, 2000

Acres Burned

[] 1630 to 8950 (13)
11,110 to 1,630 (12)
[] 710t0 1,110 (13)
[] 3870t 710 (15)
[] s8oto 370 (14)

RURAL COMMUNITY FIRE

PROTECTION

Looking back over the past 12
months, some predicted that Y 2K was
going to create many problems. There
was concern that our fire personnel
would be affected by communications
outages and we would be unable to noti-
fy them to respond to emergencies. The
AFC prepared for the worst, but things
went smoothly as the new year material-
ized.

It is through the rural community fire
programs and the partnership with the
volunteer fire departments that we pro-
vide protection from wildfires and per-
form suppression activities quickly and
effectively so losses from wildfire can be
kept as small as possible.

Volunteer Fire Department
Funding—The Alabama L egislature pro-
vides funding each year to the Alabama
Forestry Commission to be used in the
Rura Community Fire Protection pro-
gram. This year's funding was $2.4 mil-
lion for the state's volunteer fire depart-
ments. From these funds each volunteer
fire department that applied for assis-
tance received $2,401.57, and each coun-
ty fire association received $500 to assist
them with training. We also provided
assistance to volunteer fire departments
by providing a statewide UHF communi-
cation system.

RCFP Steering Committee—
Created under Alabama law, this com-
mittee provides recommendations to the
state forester on all issues that affect the
volunteer fire service. This committee
monitors all funds that are made avail-
able to the Forestry Commission for use
in the rural community fire protection
program and makes recommendations to
the state forester for the expenditures of
these funds. Each year, in appreciation
for the volunteer fire service's dedication
and hard work, the steering committee
sponsors a Firefighter Appreciation Day
hosted by a county association. Each
year the governor has issued a proclama-
tion proclaiming this day as “Volunteer
Firefighter Appreciation Day,” and the
week as “Volunteer Firefighters
Appreciation Week.”

Firefighter Appreciation Day—This
year's Firefighter Appreciation Day was
hosted by the Walker County Firefighters
Association, and the day’s events were



held at the fairgrounds in Jasper,
Alabama. Along with their families, 450
firefighters enjoyed the day’s event. As
we have for the past four years, the
Alabama Forestry Commission provided
afederal excess property truck that had
been converted into a brush truck to be
put on permanent loan to a volunteer fire
department. The truck was painted the
traditional red and equipped with a 200-
galon tank and pump. Other related fire-
fighting equipment was provided. Each
firefighter was eligible to register to win
this truck. The lucky winner was Danny
Turner of Yellow Creek Volunteer Fire
Department in Tuscal oosa County.

Fire Tag Roster—The Alabama
Forestry Commission must compile,
update and print a directory each year
from acertified list of firefighters dligi-
ble to purchase a distinctive firefighter
license plate. The 2000 roster contained
over 1,050 departments (paid and volun
teer) and names of more than 29,000
firefighters. This directory must be sent
to al county probate judges and license
commissioners in December each year.

Federal Excess Property—The
requests by volunteer fire departments
for federal excess property continue to
increase each year. Brush trucks were in
high demand this year. Even though we
were not able to meet the demand, we
were able to screen and issue over 65
units.

RCFP Communications—The
Alabama Forestry Commission provides
a statewide UHF communication system
for the volunteer fire service at no cost to
fire departments. This requires extensive
planning and adequate funding. Last
year we spent over $70,000 for mainte-
nance and improvements to the statewide
system.

L egislation—The Alabama
Legisature passed an amendment to Act
No. 291 that will provide assistance to
the volunteer fire service. This bill pro-
vides immunity from liability for compa-
nies and governmental entities that
donate equipment to volunteer fire
departments. The amendment changed
the state inventory law regarding proper-
ty that is given to the Forestry
Commission to be passed on to volunteer
fire departments. Under the new law, the
Commission will no longer have to place
this property on itsinventory when it is
received, then remove it from inventory
when a volunteer fire department takes

possession of the property. The law will
drastically reduce the paperwork
involved in these transactions.

The Legisature passed a bill that pro-
vides a permanent tag for all vehicles
titled to fire departments in an unincor-
porated area. In the past, the fire depart-
ment had to go to the courthouse each
year to obtain anew tag. Thisis a service
that was long overdue.

During the 1999 specia session, a bill
was passed that authorized the Revenue
Department to create a permanent license
plate for surplus vehicles transferred
from the federal government to the

Forestry Commission and volunteer fire
departments. The Revenue Department
had stopped issuing tags for such vehi-
cles because the federal government
actually loans the vehicles to fire depart-
ments rather than transferring title.

The Rural Community Fire Protection
Steering Committee and The Alabama
Forestry Commission will continue to
provide assistance to the Legislature on
matters that will affect the volunteer fire
service.

Days Under Fire Alert
October 1, 1999 - September 30, 2000

Days Under Fire AlLert

M 50t0 74 (18)
[l46t050 (8)
[35t0 46 (21)
[ 12510 35 (20)
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COMMUNICATIONS

The Alabama Forestry Commission
owns and maintains two mobile commu-
nication systems. A statewide VHF sys-
tem is used for Commission work and a
UHF system is for the use of volunteer
fire departments. The communication
section has three full time technicians
and a communication chief. They main-
tain all AFC communications equipment
with the exception of equipment in 17
counties.

Last year’s report contained plans for
several improvements to our 20-year-old
communication system that were being
implemented as fiscal year 1999 ended.
To date, we have completed installation
of over 400 mobile radios, which
includes over 100 in crawler tractors. We
have replaced over 200 portable radios.
We have replaced the dispatch center
equipment at our Tuscal oosa, Selma,
Brewton and Montgomery regional
offices, and have added new repeaters in
Sumter, Randolph and Escambia coun-
ties. In the past, the Commission had
used fire towers to locate and house
antennas for our repeaters. Several of
these fire towers had been condemned
and were unsafe to climb, preventing our
technicians from maintaining these
antennas. These fire towers, located in
Monroe, Escambia and Baldwin coun-
ties, have been taken down and replaced
with communication towers providing
space for our RCFP and AFC antennas.

Improvements for both systems will
continue as projects for 2001 are being
completed and should be finalized by the
end of 2001.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

During the fiscal year, AFC officers
affected 416 arrests. Of those, 177 were
handled through a process know as “sup-
pression charges.” This process allows
the defendant to choose to pay for the
cost of suppressing the fire and therefore
not be required to appear in court. In
short, the courts have allowed the viola-
tor to plead guilty at the scene and
receive punishment consisting of paying
costs associated with suppressing the
fire. This leaves 239 cases that actually
went to court. The prosecution/suppres-
sion charges associated with enforcement
activities amounted to $619,000.

A new law is now available that has
some impact upon forestry law enforce-

ment. The tire disposal law requires
everyone who is hauling used tires to
have a permit. Illegal dumps are a source
of wildfires and tires are often part of
that total problem. If an officer observes
an individual hauling tiresin a wooded
area, where dumps are common and the
driver has no permit, it is reasonable to
cite that individual and likely prevent
another wildfire from a dump.

AFC officers spent approximately 921
daysin actual enforcement involving 519
investigations. At the time of this report,
there were 157 cases till being investi-
gated. Other than four individuals, all
officers also have forestry duties in addi-
tion to enforcement. These include, but
are not limited to, fire suppression, forest
management and public relations.

The number of AFC officers contin-
ues to decrease. The 1998 report
accounted for 101 officers. The 1999
report accounted for 88 officers. We cur-
rently have 72 officers and many of them
are now in administrative positions that
reguire a minimum of enforcement activ-
ity. Forty percent of the officers are over
50 years old and only two officers are in
their thirties.

Twenty-seven counties are without a
permanently assigned officer. Those
counties are serviced by an officer who
works out of aregional office and is
responsible for approximately 17
counties.

SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE

The record drought of 2000 continued
into the summer months and the result
was enormously stressful on the pines of
the state. The unusually warm weather
combined with the stressed condition of
the pines created a situation that allowed
them to be easily attacked and killed by
Southern pine beetles. Alabama entered
last fall with alarge number of infesta-
tions, and with very little cold weather
the spots continued to spread. The infes-
tations were gtill active in the February
detection flight and with the hot and dry
weather that followed, the population
exploded.

The year 2000 was arecord year in
SPB populations, with increased number
of spots and infested trees compared to
1999. The winter flight (Jan/Feb. 2000)
showed 49 counties (15 epidemic) with
SPB populations of 702 spots containing
39,534 infested trees.
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The May 2000 detection flights
showed 34 counties with SPB popula-
tions; 23 of those counties classified as
epidemic. These 34 counties had 1,949
spots containing 65,572 infested trees.
Thisisa 278 percent increase in the
number of spots and a 166 percent
increase in the number of infested trees
from February. This was an extreme per-
cent increase for that early in the year.

The June 2000 flights showed an even
greater increase in the number of spots
and infested trees. There were 59 coun-
ties with SPB infestations having 8,716
spots containing 378,840 infested trees.
There were 51 counties that were epi-
demic. Thiswas a 447 percent increase
in the number of spots from May 2000
and a 578 percent increase in the number
of infested trees from May 2000. The
worst area was the Northwest Region in
Bibb, Tuscaloosa, Jefferson and Shelby
counties. The Northwest Region had
4,046 Spots containing 177,775 infested
trees. The stumpage value was estimated
at $28 million, which far exceeds any
previous year in June.

In July the increasing trend continued
with 16,071 spots containing 944,679
infested trees. There were 65 counties
with SPB and 59 of those were epidem-
ic. The Northwest Region had 8,442
spots containing 534,627 infested trees.
The value of the pines killed statewide
had reached $113 miillion. This is greater
than the combined total of the last 10
years.

The September flight finally showed a
decrease in the devastation. There were
14,290 spots containing 903,828 infested
treesin 63 counties. Fifty-seven counties
were now epidemic. The Northeast
Region had a slight increase in number
of spots and trees. The flight crews
reported seeing more control measures
and this was the reason for the decrease.
The worst area continued to be the
Northwest Region in Bibb, Tuscaloosa,
Shelby, and Jefferson counties.

Alabama had a record 24,465 spots
containing 1,438,100 infested trees dur-
ing the year. Due to the depressed mar-
kets, drought, and the monthly increasing
numbers of spots, the control rate was
only 38.1 percent. There were 75,355
cords and 14,159 MBF salvaged. The
majority of the control efforts were using
the cut and leave method. See Table 3 for
regional and statewide SPB data.



Table 3

Southern Pine Beetle Data for Fiscal Year 1999-2000

NORTHWEST REGION

SOUTHEAST REGION

County # Spots  Spots Percent Salvage Salvage County # Spots  Spots Percent Salvage Salvage
Controlled Controlled Cords MBF Controlled Controlled Cords  MBF
Bibb 913 209 22.9 930 901 Barbour 315 132 41.9 0 0
Colbert 263 45 17.1 816 7 Bullock 374 16 4.2 0 0
Cullman 241 92 38.2 2,883 161 Butler 181 73 40.3 0 0
Fayette 838 176 21.0 327 78 Coffee 105 31 29.5 215 0
Franklin 456 63 13.8 1,654 112 Covington 198 37 18.6 259 5
Jefferson 686 275 40.1 3,515 590 Crenshaw 104 60 57.7 160 0
Lamar 1,070 331 30.9 6,712 105 Dale 37 4 10.8 0 0
Lauderdale 118 72 61.0 2,951 67 Elmore 330 192 58.1 787 76
Lawrence 247 84 34.0 0 0 Geneva 5 3 60.0 0 0
Limestone 13 5) 38.5 0 0 Henry 102 53 51.9 0 0
Marion 781 229 29.3 539 105 Houston 1 1 100 0 0
Morgan 104 2 19.2 0 0 Lee 208 0 0 0 0
Pickens 1,217 678 55.7 3,070 272 Lowndes 649 335 51.6 5,748 521
Shelby 704 135 19.2 0 0 Macon 706 228 32.3 0 0
Tuscaloosal,590 450 28.3 7,190 1,343 Montgomery 203 76 37.4 1,110 40
Walker 1,208 94 7.8 0 0 Pike 62 0 0 0 0
Winston 322 106 32.9 500 120 Russell 539 93 17.3 1,230 0
Total 10,771 3,040 28.2 31,087 3,861 Total 4,119 1,334 324 9,509 642
NORTHEAST REGION SOUTHWEST REGION
County # Spots  Spots Percent Salvage Salvage County # Spots  Spots Percent Salvage Salvage
Controlled Controlled Cords MBF Controlled Controlled Cords MBF
Blount 367 96 26.2 4,000 0 Autauga 437 286 65.4 0 0
Calhoun 161 47 29.1 3,596 9,059 Baldwin 45 35 77.8 0 0
Chambers 151 36 23.8 128 0 Chilton 552 404 73.1 3,550 41
Cherokee 32 3 9.3 0 0 Choctaw 203 140 68.9 410 0
Clay 170 114 67.0 470 0 Clarke 608 473 77.8 9,460 118
Cleburne 338 47 13.9 676 0 Conecuh 542 376 69.4 2,640 149
Coosa 426 203 47.6 710 0 Dallas 556 302 54.3 140 30
Etowah 143 50 34.9 2,000 0 Escambia 126 90 71.4 0 0
Jackson 3 0 0 0 0 Greene 141 34 24.1 480 0
Madison 25 8 12.0 0 0 Hale 199 74 37.4 64 0
Marshall 191 3 1.6 3 0 Marengo 746 406 54.4 0 0
Randolph 252 112 44.4 0 0 Monroe 298 175 58.7 400 0
St Clair 565 116 20.5 130 0 Perry 559 417 74.6 0 0
Talladega 601 145 24.1 4020 0 Sumter 171 87 50.9 0 0
Tallapoosa 311 261 83.9 776 22 Washington 74 26 35.1 0 0
Total 3736 1,198 31.8 16509 0081  ICOX 82 399 RSO
Total 5,839 3,754 62.3 18,250 575
Statewide Control Data
Region # Spots Spots Controlled  Percent Controlled  Salvage Cords Salvage MBF
Northwest 10,771 3,040 28.2 31,087 3,861
Northeast 3,736 1,198 31.8 16,509 9,081
Southeast 4,119 1,334 324 9,509 642
Southwest 5,839 3,754 62.3 18,250 575
Total 24,465 9,326 38.1 75,355 14,159
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The fiscal year ended with the state
still in the middle of a Southern pine
beetle emergency. If control measures
are not intensified, it looks like all-time
records will be broken on numbers of
spots and numbers of trees killed by
these pests. Landowners have been
advised to check their pine stands and
control any spots as soon as they are
detected.

FOREST HEALTH

MONITORING

The Forest Health Monitoring effort
began in Alabama in 1991 with the
installation of 204 permanent plots.

These plots are monitored annually and
data is taken on a wide range of indica-
tors. The indicators recorded in 2000
were Tree Growth, Tree Damage, Tree
Mortality, Tree Crown Condition, Tree
Regeneration, Soils, and Bioindicators
Plants. Plots were surveyed using
Alabama Forestry Commission Forest
Inventory and Analysis crews in the sum-
mer months.

Data over the last severa years shows
that overall the health of the forestsin
Alabama is good. During the drought
years the crown measurements reflected
a problem with growth (crown density
and transparency), which is expected.
These reflections give more creditability

SERVICE

to the monitoring effort in that changes
will be picked up by the data. The addi-
tion of soil and lichens will add diversity
to the data and will be used to discuss
other health issues rather than only
forestry issues.

In 2000 the Forest Health Monitoring
Program began merging with the Forest
Inventory and Analysis Program. This
overall concept will alow better interpre-
tation of the data and give creditability to
both programs as programs that are con-
cerned about all phases of the forest.
Annual reports will be written each cal-
endar year.

FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

The Alabama Forestry Commission is
making the U.S.D.A.-Forest Service's
Forest Legacy Program available to inter-
ested forest landowners of the state.
Forest Legacy is afederal forestland con-
servation program administered by the
states. This program will be used by
Alabama to acquire conservation ease-
ments or fee simple purchases of critical
forestland to help reduce a growing trend
of forest fragmentation.

This Forestry Commission program
will be administered by the Alabama
Forest Resources Center. The conserva-
tion easements or property deeds pur-
chased for this program will be held by
the Conservation Department’s State
Lands Division. Work began in late 2000
on an Assessment of Need Document
and will be followed by public meetings,
which will identify areas of the state that
qualify for the program.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

ASSISTANCE

A critical part of the Forestry
Commission’s threefold mission is to
service and help landowners to carry out
responsible forest management on their
property, using professional technical
assistance. Providing this assistance to
the private landowner will help the
Forestry Commission increase the forest
resources of the state, which is one of the
legidlative mandates for our agency. This
assistance is largely provided through the
following programs:

TREASURE Forest Program
« National Stewardship Program

* Forestry Cost-Share Assistance
Programs

» Alabama's Best Management
Practices for Forestry

Collectively, AFC activities under
these programs were a catalyst for the

Table 4

Statewide Forest Management Accomplishments

Project Acres
TREASURE ForestPlans . .............. ... ........ 60,500
Pine Reforestation . ......... ... ... . ... . ... ... 62,100
Prescribed Burning and Timber Stand Improvement . ... ... 60,200
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implementation of professional forest
management practices on over 180,000
acres of private forestland in Alabama.
Accomplishments in several forest man-
agement areas are shown in Table 4.

TREASURE FOREST

The TREASURE Forest Program was
established in 1974 by the Alabama
Forestry Planning Committee (AFPC).
The word TREASURE is an acronym for
Timber, Recreation, Environment,
Aesthetics, for a Sustained Useable
REsource. The program promotes sound
multiple-use forest management through
education and recognition. Education is
accomplished through Alabama’s TREA-
SURED Forests magazine, on-the-ground
technical assistance to forest landowners,
and the annual Alabama Landowner and
TREASURE Forest Conference.
Recognition is accomplished through the
certified TREASURE Forest award,
which is given to landowners who are
actively implementing TREASURE
Forest principles on their forestland. To
be eligible for the award, landowners
must own a minimum of 10 acres of
forestland and do the following with
regard to all their land in Alabama:

1) Identify a primary and at least one
secondary management objective.
Choices include timber, wildlife,
environmental education, recreation,
or aesthetics.



2) Acquire or possess a written multiple-
use management plan, or approved
documentation, addressing the man-
agement of all their land in Alabama.

3) Actively practice multiple-use man-
agement.

Once these items have been
addressed, the following must occur to
receive the reward:

1) The landowner and their property
must be nominated by someone asso-
ciated with one of the member agen-
cies or groups of the AFPC.

2) The property must be inspected by a
registered forester and a wildlife biol-
ogist to ensure that management
activities are consistent with TREA-
SURE Forest principles.

3) The TREASURE Forest
Subcommittee of the AFPC, com-
posed of natural resource profession-
als and other certified TREASURE
Forest owners, must review the nomi-
nation and inspection record and vote
to approve the nomination.

Thisyear 152 new TREASURE
Forests totaling 83,308 acres were certi-
fied. This represents a 31 percent
increase over acres certified the previous
year. Currently there are 1,543 certified
TREASURE Forests in Alabama that
collectively represent 1.79 million acres
of forestland under TREASURE Forest
management. To further the purposes of
TREASURE Forest, 344 TREASURE
Forest management plans covering
60,574 acres of Alabama forestland were
written this year.

2 MILLION BY 2000

FY 99-00 aso marked the fourth and
final year of the TREASURE Forest
campaign called “2 Million by 2000.
The goal of 2 Million by 2000 was to
increase the number of certified TREA-
SURE Forest acres to 2 million by the
end of Fiscal Year 2000. During the four
years of the campaign 559 new TREA-
SURE Forests totaling over 265,000
acres were certified. Through the com-
bined efforts of all agencies and groups
that support TREASURE Forest, this
goal will be achieved soon and the
amount of Alabama forestland managed
for multiple uses will further benefit the
entire citizenry of this state.

NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP

PROGRAM

The TREASURE Forest Program has
long been heralded and admired as a pre-
mier concept in stimulating and reward-
ing responsible forest management on
private lands. It was so successful and
admired that in 1990 Congress approved
the National Stewardship Program,
which was patterned after TREASURE
Forest. In Alabama, the Nationa
Stewardship Program operates under the
TREASURE Forest umbrella. Through
the National Stewardship Program,
Alabama received federal funding to
conduct a number of projects:

» Wildlife biologist positions with the
Division of Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
and the Alabama Wildlife Federation
to promote and support the TREA-
SURE Forest Program.

Portion of the 17th Annual Alabama
Landowner and TREASURE Forest
Conference.

* TREASURE Forest promotional and
educational materials.

» Management Plan Contract
Program—The program contracts
with private forestry and wildlife con-
sultants to assist with multiple-use
management plan preparation for pri-
vate lands. This year 42 landowners
received plans for over 24,000 acres.

Production of Alabama’s TREA-
SURED Forests magazine, which pro-
vides forestry information to more
than 12,000 people each quarter.

* Alabama TREASURE Forest
Association support.

Technical and information transfer
needs.

Handbook on forest and wildlife
management.

Other forest productivity and educa-
tional projects.

Hosted the National Stewardship
Assessment Team.

COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE

Four cost-share programs—three fed-
eral and one state—assist private
landowners in Alabama with performing
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sound forest management practices.
These programs include the following:

« AlabamaAgricultural Conservation
Development Commission Program
(AACDCP)

 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
* Forestry Incentives Program (FIP)
« Stewardship Incentives Program (SIP)

The AFC performs the crucial func-
tion of providing technical guidance to
ensure that efficient and professional for-
est management is practiced on Alabama
lands through each program. AFC county
associates provide sound technical speci-
fications to participating landowners.
This ensures that the forestry practices to
be cost-shared are conducted properly
and will result in a quality project for
both the cost-share program and the
landowner.

This year AFC personnel provided
written guidance and inspected complet-
ed forestry practices such as tree plant-
ing, timber stand improvement, and pre-
scribed burning on more than 1,600 sites.
These sites covered approximately
62,000 acres of Alabama forestland
under the four cost-share assistance pro-
grams. The majority of the acres planted
under the cost-share programs were
under the CRP program and many of
those acres were planted in longleaf pine.
In response to this demand for both
seedlings and technical information on
longleaf, the AFC partnershipped with
The Longleaf Alliance to provide educa-
tional workshops for landowners and tree
planters.

ALABAMA'S BMPS FOR

FORESTRY

The AFC continued its efforts to pro-
mote the use of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) for Forestry to protect
and improve water quality. The AFC
reprinted “Alabama’s Best Management
Practices for Forestry” with updated con-
tact information and distributed more
than 1,200 copies to loggers, forest
industries, private landowners, universi-
ties, and other interested groups.
Educational programs and tours were
held to highlight the benefits of using
BMPs by landowners, loggers, foresters,
and others when conducting forest man-
agement activities.



Table 5

State Lands

TIMBER SALES Sale value Revenue to AFC
Conservation:
Coffee County Public Lake $24,646.00 $2,464.60
Total $24,646.00 $2,464.60
Corrections:
Fountain Correctional Farm #1 $165,024.45 $16,502.44
Fountain Correctional Farm #2 37,504.36 3,750.44
St. Clair Correctional Facility

(insect salvage) 263.70 26.37
Alexander City Work Release Center

(easement) 600.05 60.00
Fountain Correctional Farm

(insect salvage) 1,697.06 169.71
Totals $205,089.62 $20,508.96
Grand Total $229,735.62 $22,973.56
PRESCRIBED BURNING Acres Revenue
Conservation:
Chambers County Public Lake 48 $480.70
Crenshaw County Public Lake 90 965.00
Lee County Public Lake 84 943.20
Lamar County Public Lake 38 483.20
Pike County Public Lake 80 1,002.50
Walker County Public Lake 35 517.50
Washington County Public Lake 50 626.50
Total 425 $5,018.60
Corrections:
Fountain Correctional Farm 435 $3,976.50
Red Eagle Honor Farm 20 250.00
Total 455 $4,226.50
Grand Total 880 $9,245.10

The AFC has a so worked with the
Alabama Department of Environmental
Management (ADEM) to address water
quality complaints associated with
forestry operations. AFC personnel
respond to water quality complaints
received by ADEM, Alabama's
Sustainable Forestry Initiative 1-800-
206-0981 line, and the public, where
forestry operations are cited as a poten-
tial cause. When responding, AFC per-
sonndl notify the appropriate landowner
and seek permission to visit the site and
determine if aforestry practiceis
involved and if BMPs were properly
used during the operation.

The AFC conducts random checks of
forestry activities and evaluates the
implementation of BMPs. If BMPs are
not followed, AFC personnel work with
the landowner, timber harvester, and tim-
ber buyer to educate them on the proper
use and benefits of BMPs and outline
specific, voluntary measures that can be
used to successfully resolve problems

associated with the operation in question.

In most cases AFC recommendations are
followed, problems are voluntarily cor-
rected, ADEM is notified and the case is
closed. On the few occasions where the
voluntary measures recommended by the
AFC are not used to remedy the situa-
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tion, the case is referred to ADEM for
further action at their discretion. Only
ADEM has the mandated authority to
enforce state and federal water quality
laws in Alabama.

In addition, AFC personnel conducted
over 150 random BMP monitoring
reports to assess the BMP implementa-
tion rate on harvesting operations across
the state. The AFC continues to be
encouraged by the frequency with which
BMPs are used in forestry operations. On
approximately 98 percent of the sites
monitored, BMPs were incorporated dur-
ing timber harvest operations. This repre-
sents a5 percent increase in BMP com-
pliance from the previous year.

STATE LANDS

State Lands is responsible for the
management of five state forests totaling
some 360 acres. In addition, the section
manages, under cooperative agreements,
9,005 acres of forested lands belonging
to the Alabama Department of
Corrections (15 facilities) and 4,250
acres belonging to the Alabama
Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (19 state lakes). These 13,615
acres of forestlands are managed under
TREASURE Forest guidelines. In addi-
tion, these lands are used as demonstra-
tion areas for various forestry and allied
practices.

Two work areas that required the
greatest amount of time and effort from
Forestry Commission personnel involved
in the state lands program were timber
sales and prescribed burning.
Accomplishments, including revenue
received, of Commission personnel in
these areas for the past year isin Table
5. Because of unusually low timber
prices and the overall poor timber mar-
ket, sales this year brought less revenue
than expected, and some sales were can-
celled until the market situation
improves.

Additional work accomplished
involved chemical site preparation at
Ventress and Tutwiler Correctional
Fecilities, and Panther Creek and St.
Stephans State Forests for a total of 180
acres. These areas will be replanted to
pine seedlings during the winter of 2000-
2001.



MARKETING AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Alabama’s forest and wood products
industry continues to bolster the state's
economy by contributing approximately
$13.2 billion in value of product ship-
ments. It isn’t surprising that the number
one manufacturing industry in Alabama
isforest products. Alabama's forest prod-
ucts industry directly and indirectly pro-
vides employment for approximately
170,000 people. In 2000, the forest
resource contributed over $1.2 billion in
value of timber harvested to Alabama’'s
economy.

Along with the contribution of the
wood products industry, the private non-
industrial landowner holds the key to the
productivity of our forest, not just in
terms of timber production but also in
terms of wildlife habitat, clean water and
soil productivity, as well as environmen-
tal enhancement. For this reason, the
Alabama Forestry Commission is dedi-
cated to assisting these landownersin
managing their property.

Marketing and Economic
Development personnel are working to
recruit new markets and to help expand
existing markets for timber stumpage
products. To focus on the opportunities
that exist through development of the
forestry and wood products industry, we
utilize the “ Forestry Team Program.” The
Forestry Team Program brings all of the
state resources under one umbrella to
maximize the effectiveness of each
agency for Alabama's forest industry—
unique in the United States. The
Alabama Forestry Commission acts as
the Forestry Team coordinator. The
Forestry Team maintained an exhibit at
the 2000 International Woodworking Fair
in Atlanta, Georgia, for the purpose of
recruiting forest industries to Alabama
and to promote Alabama produced wood
products.

Utilizing the Forestry Team concept,
Marketing and Economic Development
personnel work in the following areas:
Economic Development; Marketing And
International Trade; Forest Inventory
Analysis; Technical Utilization; and
Resource Information and Analysis.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Today in Alabama there are over
1,800 forest products related companies.
The forest products industry continues to
be the number one investor in Alabama.
Investment by Alabama's forest products
industry has totaled in excess of $4 bil-
lion in new plants and equipment over
the last seven years. During that period
of time, approximately 3,200 jobs have
been created annually by new and
expanding forest products industry in
Alabama

Marketing and Economic
Development personnel, in support of
other state agencies and groups, are dedi-
cated to the task of developing, attracting
and locating opportunities for Alabama’s
forests products firms. This concentra-
tion of effortsis aimed toward Alabama's
existing forest industry base and second-
ary forest product opportunities that
complement established operations. We
work very closely with the Alabama
Development Office, utilities and local
economic development groups in support
of their efforts by providing current
information on Alabama’s forest
resources and forest products industry.
We work with the U.S. Forest Service
locally and with the regional officein
Atlanta to coordinate economic develop-
ment opportunities by utilizing Forest
Service grants and other rural develop-
ment programs. This close working rela-
tionship has tremendously enhanced
Alabama’s efforts to attract forest prod-
ucts industries that are both complemen-
tary to our existing industry and also
environmentally sensitive.

MARKETING AND

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

The AFC'sfirst allegianceisto
enhance market opportunities for
Alabama’s existing forest products
industry. We answered over 150 requests
for information about Alabama's forest
resource and forest products industry in
2000.

A strong contribution to marketing
efforts has been the Alabama Forestry
Commission’s forest industry census
conducted periodically in cooperation
with the Alabama Development Office
and the U.S. Forest Service to gather
commodity production and roundwood
drain information. The census serves as a
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barometer of Alabama's industry and
provides a database for various directo-
ries and economic development efforts.
In 2000, Alabama Forestry Commission
personnel were utilized to conduct the
|atest survey of the forest product indus-
try. Approximately 1,000 firms were vis-
ited or contacted by phone.
Approximately 300 custom generated
reports regarding Alabama’s forest prod-
uct manufacturing industry were dis-
persed to individuals or companies
throughout the United States and other
countries.

In addition, the section has led an
effort to improve domestic and interna-
tional knowledge of the many wood
products produced in Alabama. The
Alabama Forestry Commission contracts
with the Alabama International Trade
Center (AITC) for the purpose of pro-
moting international trade of Alabama-
produced wood products. AITC provides
export and international trade assistance
on a case-by-case basis to a minimum of
35 wood products companies annually.
This assistance included tailored market
research, export counseling, trade show
promotion, and introduction to foreign
buyers from Mexico. Export sales report-
ed for the year were approximately $8
million of Alabama wood and valued
added products to the Caribbean, the
European Union, Asia, Mexico, Canada,
and Turkey. The Center will especially
target Alabama’s value-added forest
products industries, such as furniture,
cabinetry, plywood, veneer, dimension,
and other building materias. In corpora-
tion with AITC, the “Alabama Wood
Products Export Directory” that high-
lights Alabama's wood products export-
ing companies is dispersed to individuals
and companies throughout the United
States and to other countries.

FOREST INVENTORY AND
ANALYSIS (FIA)

The Alabama Forestry Commission is
continuing its cooperation with the U.S.
Forest Service to complete the forest
inventory periodic survey. Thisinvolves
remeasuring 5,825 plots systematically
placed over the state. AFC crews will
measure 20 percent of the total plotsin
the state each year. Therefore, the inven-
tory will be completed every five years
instead of the previous 10-year interval.
The Southern Annual Forest Inventory



system (SAFIS) will provide more up-to-
date inventory datain the future.

Three U.S. Forest Service crews along
with nine AFC crews completed 1,666
plots statewide during the year. By the
end of September, 5,536 plots had been
measured, leaving the state 95.1 percent
complete. After the current periodic
inventory is completed, the Forest
Service crews will move to Kentucky to

assist with the ongoing periodic invento-
ry there. Two Forest Service personnel
will remain in the state to provide quality
control/quality assurance for AFC crews.
At thistime, Units 1, 2, 4, and 6 have
been completed (see map below). We
have preliminary data for Units 1 and 2
at thistime, and data for the other units
are expected in the near future. Once
data for these units are released, plans

are to hold public meetings in these areas
to discuss the resullts.

TECHNICAL UTILIZATION

In cooperation with its partners, the
AFC provides technical expertisein tim-
ber utilization and wood products manu-
facturing. Areas include sawmill efficien-
¢y, drying and grading, and utilization of
modern timber bridge components.

U.S. Forest Service Survey Units
Number of Plots by County
Percentage of Units Complete as of September 30, 2000

LALDERDRLE IHESTOME MAATEN JACKSON
B3 &l B 131

Unit 6
Total Plots: 814

Unit 4
Total Plots: 786
100% Complete

Unit 2
Total Plots: 768
100% Complete

FRAMELIN
T4
WINETON
i)
LAMAR
&4

100% Complete

Unit 5
Total Plots: 1,165
78.9% Complete

Total Plots: 1,595
97.9% Complete

Unit 1 ESCALEIA 197 GEHET..‘.:_HJ_ ]
Total Plots: 692 109 I HOUSTON
100% Complete MOBLE

Tdd
BALIVIN State Total: 5,825 Plots
192 95.1% Complete Statewide
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The Alabama Center for Advanced
Woodworking Technology (ACAWT),
located on campus at the Northwest-
Shoals Community College in Phil
Campbell, Alabama, was created with
the assistance of the AFC in 1996 for the
purpose of facilitating the growth and
development of Alabama's secondary
wood processing industry. ACAWT cele-
brated its grand opening in July 2000.
The center will work to achieve its mis-
sion by functioning in the following
areas. management and worker training,
manufacturing technology transfer, and
technical consulting services. A curricu-
lum of study is being developed for cer-
tificate or degree programs for students
seeking careersin the secondary wood
products industries. ACAWT’s technol o-
gy transfer program will help build a
modern manufacturing work force,
assisting Alabama companies to become
and remain internationally competitive
and promote environmentally sound pro-
cessing technologies. The Alabama
Forestry Commission awarded a grant of
$30,000 to Northwest-Shoals
Community College for the Center for
Advanced Woodworking Technology in
1997. The center has become one of only
eight similar centers in the United States.

Personnel are frequently involved in
continuing education seminars and work-
shops for the purpose of educating
Alabama'’s citizens on the importance of
forestry in Alabama. Marketing and
Economic Development personnel devel-
oped presentations for the following
seminars and workshops in 2000: (1) the
Alabama Forestry Council Annual
Meeting; (2) the Southern Forest
Resource Sustainability Assessment; (3)
the Forest Industry Commodity/Drain
Survey Training and (4) the Forest
Inventory Analysis Data Review
Committee.

RESOURCE INFORMATION
AND ANALYSIS

Resource Information and Analysisis
now permanently assigned to the
Alabama Forestry Commission State
Headquarters after being recently
attached to the Economic Research and
Communications Division at the
Alabama Development Office. Increased
data collection from a new forest inven-
tory survey (FIA) and areduction in
AFC staff caused the reassignment.

Resource Information and Analysisis
responsible for forest resource and eco-
nomic data collection and assists with
the demands for forestry information. As
part of a continuing collection of data,
the AFC resource analyst maintains a
computer link with the U.S. Forest
Service's Southern Forest Experiment
Station in Starkville, Mississippi and has
access to the latest survey data on forest
volumes, ownership patterns, periodic
growth and removals, and other statistics.

Alabama is nearing the completion of
the seventh state forest inventory (see
FIA). A major responsibility of the
resource analyst has been forming and
assisting with a new group called the
Forest Inventory Review Committee.
This data review committee, made up of
industry, government and academic
users, has been formed to 1) provide a
significant measure of quality control 2)
produce an accurate FIA database and 3)
distribute certified FIA datain atimely
manner. Two of six units have been
reviewed by the committee and the first
public announcements have been
arranged.

The latest information on forest eco-
nomicsin Alabamais continually being
collected and updated through the
resource analyst. Current timber prices
are tracked and a history of these prices
retained. Forest commodities, wages,
employment, payroll, capital investments
and value-added data is gathered and
sent to specific forestry data users across
the state.

Custom reports on the forest resource
and on forest economics are done by
reguest. These reports give specific infor-
mation about forestry in any region of
Alabama. A master copy called the
“Forest Resource Analysis and Economic
Impact Study for the State of Alabama”
has been developed and is available to
data users. The new 2000 data will make
this report even more valuable.

Current publications compiled, main-
tained, and available through the
resource analyst are as follows:

« Alabama Forestry Cash Receipt
Report
* Forest Product Production Report

» Timber Commodity Comparison
Report

« Forestry Capital Investmentsin
Alabama
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NURSERIES

The primary objective of the
Nurseries Section is to ensure that
Alabama’s landowners have access to top
quality genetically improved forest tree
seedlings at a reasonable price.

The Commission operated one bare-
root nursery, the E.A. Hauss Nursery,
near Atmore, and continued to contract
for containerized seedlings with the Jack
Hopper Experimental Forest Nursery at
Wallace State Community College at
Hanceville. The mast-producing species
of containerized seedlings from Hopper
Nursery were distributed to Alabama for-
est landowners in cooperation with the
Alabama Wildlife Federation.

E.A. Hauss Nursery grew 37.5 million
seedlings. Of this number 2 million were
hardwood. Heavy rains after planting,
poor seed lots, no available seed (over-
cup oak, shumard oak), etc. accounted
for alower production than planned. The
demand for seedlings was down this year
due to the consecutive years of dry
weather. Site preparation for planting has
been delayed or stopped in many cases.
Soil moisture was too low for many
plantings to take place. The Conservation
Reserve Program continues to cause a
large demand for longleaf seedlings. The
quantity of longleaf seedlings grown by
the Commission was increased from 3 to
4 million to help meet this demand.
Longleaf seedlings sold out very early in
the season. Another increase in the quan-
tity of longleaf pine seedlings grown at
Hauss Nursery will occur next year.
Collection of seed will be critical to the
production of a crop for the following
Season.

All genetically improved seed for the
loblolly, longleaf, and slash pine
seedlings came from AFC seed orchards.
Second generation loblolly seedlings
were produced for the seventh year and
sold out. Hauss also grew 3 million pine
seedlings on contract. Twenty-one differ-
ent species or varieties of hardwood and
wildlife seedlings, as well asloblolly,
slash, and longleaf pine, were grown.
The growing of a small number of hard-
woods for the wildlife species nursery
program continued, and 10 species bene-
ficial to wildlife were available for pur-
chase by the public. The wildlife species
were made available in small quantities
(minimum of 25 seedlings per order),
and up to five different species could be



Table 6

Species Cycle

Seed Production for 1999-2000

Pounds of Seed Estimated Production

Loblolly (Piedmont) 2
Loblolly (Coastal) 15
Longleaf 1
Slash 15

1,322 19,800,000
0 0

563 1,500,000
131 1,400,000

purchased with a 25-seedling order.

During the year a seed cooler was
constructed and placed in use at Hauss
nursery. A new warehouse has been pur-
chased and will be constructed on this
site by Commission personnel.

The state of Alabama hosted the bien-
nial Southern Forest Nursery Association
Conference in Mobile in June. In atten-
dance were approximately 200 nursery-
persons from all over the South, other
parts of the country and the world. Part
of the conference included atour of
Hauss Nursery. The efforts put forth by
severa highly motivated members of the
Nursery and Tree Improvement Section
led to a successful conference.

Harvest of seed for planting at Hauss
Nursery continued at Stauffer Nursery as
sawtooth oak (1,022 pounds), autumn
olive (17.75 pounds), redbud (11.5
pounds) and dogwood (63.5 pounds)
were harvested and cleaned. Another
progeny test planted at Stauffer Nursery
brought the total to three. Seedling and
seed coolers of Stauffer Nursery contin-
ued in use as needed, and Stauffer
Nursery continued as a seedling distribu-
tion point.

The headquarters for the Nursery and
Tree Improvement Section continued to
be at John R. Miller Nursery near
Autaugaville. The new federal excess
property coordinator shares the nursery
office. A lease extension for 40 acres of
unused fields at Miller Nursery contin-
ued, and this year possible expansion is
being examined. Other ongoing projects
at Miller included maintaining two
Plantation Selection Seed Source
Studies, continuing as a seedling distri-
bution point, and sharing facilities and
workers with the Central Shop.

TREE IMPROVEMENT

The AFC Tree Improvement Section
continued with its commitment to pro-
vide the state nursery with the highest
quality, genetically improved loblolly,
slash and longleaf pine seed at a reason-
able cost.

Unfortunately, the year was another
poor one for seed production. The suc-
cession of droughts for the past few
years has led to poor cone/seed produc-
tion. Cones were produced in the loblol-
ly (coastal) orchard, but the seed failed
to develop. Next year’'s seed crop looks
much better based on the presence of
conelets. The seed production for last
year isincluded in Table 6.

Approximately 600 grafts were com-
pleted for future work in the third cycle
orchards and Poly-mix clone bank at
Geneva State Forest (GSF). Progress
continued on the third cycle plan, as 10-
acres each loblolly (piedmont) and
loblolly (coastal) were prepared, and
rootstock planted in place. Third cycle
selections will be grafted in place next
spring. Selections for the third cycle
orchards will continue based on input of
progeny test data and field observations,
as more of the data are completed.

The progeny test measurements con-
tinued under leadership from Thorsby
Seed Orchard. Open pollinated tests
planted last year will be measured in
four years to obtain roguing information.
The winter schedule includes measuring
four progeny tests.

Due to the continued reduction in per-
sonnel and budgets, both GSF and
Thorsby Seed Orchard used work release
inmates to achieve their goals. Both units
were pleased with the achieved results.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT AT
GENEVA STATE FOREST

Geneva State Forest, consisting of
7,120 acres, isAlabama's largest state
forest, and is made up of mostly longleaf
pine. GSF met the requirements for
recognition as a TREASURE forest and
continues to manage its resources under
this concept.

The use of the forest declined slightly
over the past year. Primitive camping
continued around the lake area with the
issuance of 54 permits for 602 people for
camping and horseback riding. Fishing
was interrupted as a bad leak developed
at the water control system, and the GSF
crew repaired the problem. Due to the
severe drought, the lake has been very
slow to fill. No fishing is allowed until
the lake fills. Many other day-use per-
sons such as hikers, picnickers, etc. used
the area. GSF continued to be part of the
Covington Wildlife Management Area,
with deer and turkey as primary
resources. GSF continued to host tours
for many of the local clubs, schools,
Forest Service, etc.

Other work accomplished included
control burning of 1,760 acres, assisting
with the FIA survey, planting 42-acres of
under-utilized land, and assisting with
planting 30-acres of browntop millet for
public dove hunting.



DIRECTORY OF ALABAMA FORESTRY CoMMISSION CouNTY OFFICES

Autauga County
2226-1 Hwy. 14 West
Autaugaville, AL 36003
334-361-0576

Baldwin County
32760 State Hwy. 59
Loxley, AL 36551
334-964-6391

Barbour County
PO. Box 163
Clayton, AL 36016
334-775-3496

Bibb County
P.O. Box 278
Centreville, AL 35042
205-926-4917

Blount County
49686 U.S. Hwy. 231
Oneonta, AL 35121
205-274-9548

Bullock County

P.O. Box 392

Union Springs, AL 36089
334-738-3040

Butler County

59 Firetower Rd.
Greenville, AL 36037
334-376-9114

Calhoun County
3985 Hwy. 21 N.
Jacksonville, AL 36265
256-435-6245

Chambers County
P.O. Box 501
LaFayette, AL 36862
334-864-9368

Cherokee County
PO. Box 342
Centre, AL 35960
256-927-3163

Chilton County
221 Co. Rd. 423
Clanton, AL 35045
205-755-3042

Choctaw County

1715 E. Pushmataha St.
Butler, AL 36904
205-459-2928

Clarke County

P.O. Box 628

Grove Hill, AL 36451
334-275-3283

Clay County
PO. Box 453
Lineville, AL 36266
256-396-2441

Cleburne County
7315 Hwy. 78
Heflin, AL 36264
256-463-2876

Coffee County

PO. Box 413

New Brockton, AL 36351
334-894-6734

Colbert County

201 North Main St.
Tuscumbia, AL 35674
256-383-4376

Conecuh County
Rt. 1 Box 456
Evergreen, AL 36401
334-578-3226

Coosa County
Route 2 Box 45-B
Rockford, AL 35136
256-377-4638

Covington County
PO. Box 451
Andalusia, AL 36420
334-222-4041

Crenshaw County
PO. Box 182
Luverne, AL 36049
334-335-5712

Cullman County
1527 Sportsman’s
Lake Rd. N.W.
Cullman, AL 35055
256-734-0573

Dale County
PO. Box 61
Ozark, AL 36360
334-774-8112

Dallas County
7577 Ala Hwy. 22
Selma, AL 36701
334-875-7131

DeKalb County

111 Grand Ave. Ste. 101
Ft. Payne, AL 35967
256-845-1331

Elmore County

P.O. Box 1058
Wetumpka, AL 36092
334-567-5486

Escambia County
PO. Box 178
Brewton, AL 36427
334-867-7798

Etowah County
1511 Crudrup Rd.
Attalla, AL 35954
256-538-2535

Fayette County

103 1st Ave. N.W. Suite 8
Fayette, AL 35555
205-932-6223

Franklin County

PO. Box 404
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-2460

Geneva County
PO. Box 687
Geneva, AL 36340
334-684-2876

Greene County
P.O. Box 556
Eutaw, AL 35462
205-372-3980

Hale County

PO. Box 417
Moundville, AL 35474
205-371-2202

Henry County

PO. Box 351
Abbeville, AL 36310
334-585-2403

Houston County
PO. Box 477
Dothan, AL 36302
334-677-5454

Jackson County

409 S. Broad St. Ste. 27
Scottsboro, AL 35768
256-574-3217

Jefferson County
6650 Old Hwy. 31 N.
Gardendale, AL 35071
205-631-6982

Lamar County
P.O. Box 426
Vernon, AL 35592
205-695-7530

L auder dale County
PO. Box 361
Florence, AL 35630
256-764-4382

L awrence County

13075 Ala. Hwy. 157
Suite 1

Moulton, AL 35650

256-974-8168

Lee County

651 Lee Rd. 113
Opelika, AL 36801
334-742-0320

Limestone County
PO. Box 164
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-7940
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L owndes County
P.O. Box 206
Hayneville, AL 36040
334-548-2402

Macon County

1696 U.S. Hwy 29 N.
Auburn, AL 36830
334-727-3783

Madison County

819 Cook Ave. Room 203
Huntsville, AL 35801
256-532-1565

Marengo County
P.O. Box 480716
Linden, AL 36748
334-295-5811

Marion County
PO. Box 561
Hamilton, AL 35570
205-921-3843

Marshall County

P.O. Box 262
Guntersville, AL 35976
256-582-4212

M obile County

1070 N. Schillinger Rd.
Mobile, AL 36608
334-639-9629

Monroe County

PO. Box 538
Monroeville, AL 36460
334-743-2350

M ontgomery County
11261 U.S. Hwy 331
Montgomery, AL 36105
334-280-3701

Morgan County
4028 Hwy 31 S.
Decatur, AL 35603
256-308-0093

Perry County
PO. Box 482
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-8537

Pickens County

P.O. Box 247
Carrollton, AL 35447
205-367-8232

Pike County
PO. Box 167
Troy, AL 36081
334-566-3436

Randolph County
PO. Box D
Wedowee, AL 36278
256-357-2178

Russell County
62 Mathis Rd.
Sedle, AL 36875
334-855-3302

Shelby County

P.O. Box 768
Columbiana, AL 35051
205-669-4133

St. Clair County
18909 U.S. Hwy. 411
Springville, AL 35146
205-629-6421

Sumter County

PO. Box 104
Livingston, AL 35470
205-652-6500

Talladega County
P.O. Box 561
Talladega, AL 35160
256-362-4848

Tallapoosa County
PO. Box 4
Dadeville, AL 36853
256-825-4244

Tuscaloosa County
P.O. Box 599
Northport, AL 35476
205-333-1490

Walker County
P.O. Box 1209
Jasper, AL 35501
205-384-6344

Washington County
P.O. Box 267
Chatom, AL 36518
334-847-2972

Wilcox County
P.O. Box 355
Camden, AL 36726
334-682-4421

Winston County

P.O. Box 595

Double Springs, AL 35553
205-489-5014
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Timothy P. Albritton
Roderick J. Alfred
Terry L. Allen
Sanley R. Anderson
James R. Ashley
Gregory S. Athey
Tony D. Avery
Jeffery Baity
Charles L. Baldwin
Adam K. Ball
James A. Barker
Glenn W, Barnett
John T. Barrentine
\ernon L. Barrett
James E. Bennett
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John W, Craft
Richard H. Cumbie
Gladys M. Daily
Kelvin J. Daniels
Amy K. Davenport
David A. Davis
Jasson E. Davis
Timothy J. Davis
Robert A. DeVaughan
William A. DeYampert
Mary A. Dillard
Robert E. Dismukes
Jason Dockery
Phillip N. Drake
Robert P. DuBois
David L. Duckett
Charles C. Dukes
Jerry M. Dwyer
Earnest H. Edmonds

PhyllisY. Ellis
Benjamin F. Elmore
Olen K. Elmore
Betty R. Emfinger
Johnnie M. Everitt
Charles D. Ezzll
Terry D. Ezzdll
John C. Fenn
Daniel M. Fincher
Bradlee Fite
Jesse L. Fitzpatrick
Travis E. Ford
James N. Foreman
Brian C. Frazier
David A. Frederick
Otis G. French
Sue N. Fuller
Kenyatta W. Gaines
Ruth E. Garner
Judith R. Garrett
Daisy B. Giles
Jason E. Gillikin
Nancy A. Givens
James R. Gober
Johnna D. Godsey
David B. Gohring
Kenneth L. Grable
Gene A. Grant
Samuel H. Gravel
Ronald D. Grider
Roy J. Griffith
Ronald D. Gulledge
Andrew S. Guy
Charles E. Hall, Jr.
Scott S, Hallman
Horace B. Hancock
Kenneth F. Harbison
John R. Harbison I11
Diane C. Harris
Major L. Harris
Kenneth D. Harvill
Michael Hassell

Chester E. Hatchett, Jr.

Denise M. Hayes

Betty J. Haynes
Derrick V. Heckman
Jimmy R Helms
Terry R. Helms
Brian R. Hendricks
Henry J. Henry
Ronnie L. Hickman
James M. Highfield
Madeline W. Hildreth
Janice C. Hines
Sandra H. Hines
James A. Hitt
Willie C. Holston
John P. Horne
Leon V. Howell
Paul E. Hudgins
Aaron B. Hunt
Earnest E. Hunt
Joshua A. Hunter
Robert D. Hurst
James R. Hyland
L. Louis Hyman
Daniel J. Jackson
Bennie L. Jemison
James Jennings
James P. Jeter
Buford W. Johnson
Forrest L. Johnson
Herbert R. Johnson
Voncile D. Johnson
Huey L. Jones
Daniel L. Jordan
Harold J. Jordan
Calvin Judkins
Jim M. Junkin
Douglas L. Justiss
Blake R. Kelley
David S Kelley
Timothy W. Kelley
David A. Kelly
Moses J. Kenney, Jr.
Harry L. Kepler
Daniel T. Kimbrell
Robert S. Kimbro




Michael P. King
Nancy M. King
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Alabama Forestry Commission
513 Madison Avenue
P.O. Box 302550
Montgomery, AL 36130-2550

Phone: 334-240-9300
Fax: 334-240-9390

www.forestry.state.al.us




