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STATE FORESTER’S MESSAGE

by TIMOTHY C. BOYCE, State Forester

ecently I attended a Ways and Means Committee meeting

of the Alabama Legislature that was chaired by Rep. Bill

Fuller. Chairman Fuller began a new process in which chil-
dren in Alabama were given an opportunity to address this commit-
tee. The children spoke on various subjects that day, but the mes-
sage I heard is that our future truly does rest with our children.

It also strengthened my commitment to ensure that our children
are well informed about the forest resources of Alabama and the
economical and environmental impact those resources have on
their lives. In order to accomplish this educational mission, we
must all continue supporting programs like Project Learning Tree,
the Teachers Conservation Workshop, and County Forestry
Awareness Week.

We must also challenge ourselves to become more involved in
new technology such as the Internet and CD-ROM programs so
that we can compete with the “edutainment” our children are mesmerized with every day.

If you are interested in getting involved, Stewards of Family Farms, Ranches and Forests has a series of
materials designed to educate both children and adults. These materials include slide shows and video
programs for use in homes and civic clubs. One of these videos is designed for use in schools and comes
with a teacher’s guide. “Southern Forest...Southern Heritage” is the title and theme of these materials,
which explain the history of the Southern forest and the role man has played. Stewards has also devel-
oped a computer-based interactive CD-ROM educational “game” for use in homes and schools that
explores the same theme.

Our children of today will be the leaders of tomorrow. Planting seeds of interest and knowledge at an
early age can result in adults who have a greater appreciation of forestry. Our challenge should be to get
this material in every school in Alabama.

Sincerely,
X
g O
e
Timothy C. Boyce
State Forester
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Log Creek

.y

f someone had told James and Joan

Malone in 1992 that within three

years they would have developed a
model educational TREASURE Forest
and be named the state Helene Mosley
winners, they probably wouldn’t have
believed it. But that’s just what happened
to this Mobile County couple.

For most of their married lives they
owned just five acres, but were constant-
ly looking for just the right piece of prop-
erty to purchase. After years of search-
ing, they found it right in their own back
yard. A neighbor was willing to part with
145 acres, which the Malones immediate-
ly purchased and began to improve.

This was in 1992, and the property was
certified as a TREASURE Forest in 1993.
From the very beginning Joan kept a
scrapbook of the different management
practices and improvements. Although she
didn’t know it at the time, this scrapbook
with photos would prove invaluable when
the Helene Mosley award nomination was
written, and could serve as a documented
history of their accomplishments.

Wildlife and Timber
A wildlife enthusiast and hunter for
many years, James had some knowledge of
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practices that benefited wildlife. He soon
found out from Mobile County Forester
Steve Lyda and others that these same
practices would also help manage his tim-
ber. For example, James knew that pre-
scribed burning would produce more
browse for deer. Finding out that this same
practice would help his pines grow better
by reducing some of the hardwood compe-
tition was an added bonus. It became easier
and easier to integrate the wildlife and tim-
ber management once he understood there
was a direct relationship between the two.

One of the first decisions made after
the property’s purchase was to thin some
of the large pines. James says they debat-
ed whether to clearcut the entire stand,
but after weighing all the factors decided
to select cut and leave some of the better
trees for future growth. This gave them
some immediate income with the hope of
cutting additional trees in the stand for
poles in a few more years.

The diversity on the 145 acres is broad.
There are flat areas especially suited to
wildlife food plots and pine stands. There
are wet, hardwood bottoms that flood eas-
ily, and a steep hardwood-pine area that is
one of the highest points in the entire
county. Longleaf, loblolly and slash pines

all grow well on the property. The lon-
gleaf is being naturally regenerated when
cut, while improved loblolly and slash
have been hand planted in other areas.

Approximately 27 acres are in wildlife
openings, some of which are green all
year. Oats, wheat, rye, clover and chufas
are planted in the food plots. Additional-
ly, fruit trees and other wildlife foods like
autumn olive and bicolor lespedeza have
been planted throughout the property.

According to James, one key to the
successful management of the property is
that everything is done in small parcels.
This makes it easier to do the work them-
selves, and it’s also easier to recover
from any errors.

Log Creek winds its way through the
hardwood bottom. The creek’s clear, cool
water is an attraction for family members
in the summertime. Although it could be
forded in some shallow places, the Mal-
ones constructed a permanent bridge that
can withstand travel by tractors and other
equipment. This protects the creek area
when heavy traffic is required, as would
take place during a timber harvest.

James enjoys hunting, but does most of
it on leased land as a member of a hunt-
ing club. Family members are the only
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Joan and James Malone on the front porch
of their cabin.

ones allowed to hunt on the TREASURE
Forest. The 40 acres surrounding the cab-
in are off limits to hunting, however.
That area is available to watch and pho-
tograph deer, turkey and other wildlife.

Educational Value

The Malones have been generous with
their time and their property. Groups of all
ages have visited the TREASURE Forest
and found it special in more ways than one.

When their dream of owning property
became a reality, it was time for James
and Joan to fulfill another dream. For
many years they had wanted to build a
place that would reflect a simpler way of
life. The goal was to keep a culture alive
for their children that James and Joan had
heard about from their own parents and
grandparents. The result is a 1930’s-style
cabin made of rough-sawn wood. There
is no electricity, and a pump on the front
porch provides the only water.

They named the cabin and their TREA-
SURE Forest “Heritage Homestead.” The
house itself provides a forestry lesson.
Guests are told about the types of wood
used: pine on the outside and various
hardwoods on the inside. Door handles
are made of sturdy vines, and furniture
crafted by James using different woods
adorns the rooms.

The house is used as just one part of a
lesson on TREASURE Forest. Four miles
of nature trails invite guests to explore the
woods. Handmade signs tell the common
and scientific names of trees along the way.
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Invariably, James says, people get curious
about other trees that are not marked, and
this leads to discussions about various trees
and their uses and benefits. Resting stations
named by Joan can be found along the
trails. A bench under some holly trees is

aptly named “Holly Hill Top,” for example.

Their TREASURE Forest has played
host to a range of people, including
school, church and landowner groups.
Inquiries about visiting the property have
become so in demand that Joan now has
to schedule them far in advance; lunch is
even prepared for some groups as well.

The tours for school groups are struc-
tured to allow the students to learn as
much as possible. Stations are set up
along the tour route to explain manage-

ment practices. Lyda emphasizes that the
local school is lucky to have the property
available to them. “This is the closest
thing you can have to a private outdoor
classroom,” he said.

Teaching Others about TREASURE
Forest

It hasn’t been difficult for the Malones
to integrate timber management, wildlife
management and an old style of living
into one educational package. Their will-
ingness to educate others about forestry
and the TREASURE Forest program was
one of the reasons they were chosen as
last year’s state Helene Mosley Memorial
TREASURE Forest Award winners. “We
were surprised, but much honored,” Joan
remarks.

The Malones themselves benelit from
guests touring their property. “You learn
something from everyone who comes
here,” James said. According to Joan,
hosting these groups comes natural.
“James and I both love sharing what we
know with others.”

Besides hosting the different groups, the
Malones are active members of their local
forestry planning committee and the
TREASURE Forest Landowners Associa-
tion. They are excited by the prospect of
being able to recruit new TREASURE For-
est landowners through these organizations.

In its 21-year history the TREASURE
Forest program has recognized over
1,000 landowners who exemplity an out-
standing land stewardship ethic. James
and Joan Malone are, in turn, giving
something back to the program by shar-
ing their experiences with others and
educating them in the process.
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s you drive up, a sign greets you:
A “Welcome to Heritage Home-

stead.” There may be a modern car
in the driveway, but right away you
get the feeling that this is not a place
with many modern amenities. Behind
a 1930’s-style cabin, smoke billows
from a smokehouse. A peak inside
reveals a fire on the dirt floor and
pieces of pork hanging by yucca
leaves (bear-grass) from the ceiling.
As the fire gets low, wood is added to
hot coals to increase the smoke. On
the other side of the cabin, steam rises
from a black kettle where coffee is
being brewed. Inside the cabin, wood
stoves provide heat. Look around and
you spy shelves of canned vegetables.
These, I'm told, were made outside in
the black kettle, as was the custom
many years ago. When it gets dark,
only candles and kerosene lamps will
provide light.

Just three years ago the area where
this cabin now stands was an over-
grown thicket. But James and Joan Mal-
one had a vision, and with a little machin-
ery, a few hand tools and a lot of sweat,
they cleared an opening for the cabin.
James drew the first plans for the cabin
on a scrap piece of paper. As a boy he
had lived in a similar house, and he want-
ed to make it as authentic to those times
as possible. The Malones talked exten-
sively with older family members to
design the cabin and smokehouse. James
and a cousin did all the construction on
the cabin.

In this type of design, windows and
doors are placed directly across from one
another; when they are open, air circula-
tion throughout the house is increased.
The large front porch is a peaceful place
to sit in late afternoon and watch wildlife.
It is around this time of day when deer
and turkeys make their way to the large
field a few yards in front of the cabin.
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James brings out some pork from
the smokehouse.

by KIM GILLILAND, Editor

Bluebird houses and squirrel feeders are
also found nearby.

The cabin is only a short distance from
their primary residence, which allows the

) B o Ny 1 Lf

Malones to frequently visit
Heritage Homestead. In addi-
tion, they live in the cabin for

The educational part of their TREA-
SURE Forest is extremely important to the
Malone family. One of the first events
they hosted was a gathering from the local
town of Chunchula. The group had a
forestry scavenger hunt and the Mal-
ones told them about some of the
management practices they had start-
ed. What they found out was that
even people who live in what’s con-
sidered the “country” can be unaware
or misinformed about many aspects
of forestry. If these people can benefit
from a learning experience like visit-
ing a TREASURE Forest, then peo-
ple living in an urban environ-
ment can benefit even more,
James and Joan determined.

The Malones then began
hosting tours of different
groups. They participated in the
TREASURE Forest Landown-
ers Association’s Adopt-a-
School program, and chose the
fifth grade class at Semmes
Elementary. “As far as children
are concerned, they are just as
interested in nature as adults,”

an entire month each year. E,‘;e'g ;anm;é;_l/s ‘,;)r O° Joan said. She hopes that no
Joan says they are fortunate to viaed for al Refiage  mager where they live, visitors
Homestead.

have a business which allows

leave the TREASURE Forest

this flexibility. The Malones
sell small farm implements and utility
tractors. “We’ve deliberately kept it
small,” she says about the business. Their
products can be viewed at a display yard
in Chunchula by appointment, and much
of their day-to-day operations are con-
ducted by telephone. This way they are
not tied down to an office every day.
The Malones have two daughters who
are married and one granddaughter.
These family members enjoy spending
time on the TREASURE Forest and are
learning about the old ways of life as
well. “They’re very much involved with
the property,” said Joan.

with the inspiration to take care
and improve their own surroundings. “We
want them to leave with a greater apprecia-
tion with what they have.”

James believes that TREASURE Forest
is the key to educating all ages about good
stewardship. “The biggest impact we’ve
had on other people is through education,”
he said. “We’ve learned to communicate
our ideas through TREASURE Forest.”

Heritage Homestead has become more
than a way to preserve the old way of
life. The heritage being passed on here is
a way of caring for the land, of improv-
ing it, and keeping it productive for the
next generation. i
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Alabama Forestry Planning Committee Directory

Some of the agencies listed below have an office in your county. Please contact the headquarters office below or consult your
local telephone directory for the address and phone number of the county office.

Alabama Department of Conservation.......... 334-242-3465
and Natural Resources
64 North Union St.
Montgomery, AL 36130

Alabama Department of Education............. 334-242-9114
Vocational Division, Agribusiness Education
5227 Gordon Persons Bldg.
P.0O. Box 302101
Montgomery, AL 36130-2101

Alabama Farmers Federation..................... .. 334-613-4305
P.0O. Box 11000
Montgomery, AL 36191

Alabama Forestry Association .................... 334-265-8733
555 Alabama St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

Alabama Forestry Commission.................... 334-240-9300
P.O. Box 302550
Montgomery, AL 36130-2550

" Alabama Soil and Water Conservation ........334-242-2620

Commiittee

RSA Union Bidg. Suite 334
100 North Union St.

P.O. Box 304800
Montgomery, AL 36130-4800

Alabama TREASURE Forest........................... 334-264-3236
Landowners Association
660 Adams Ave. Suite 101
Montgomery, AL 36104

Alabama Wildlife Federation......................... 334-832-9453
46 Commerce St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

Association of Consulting ......................... 334-745-7530
Foresters, Inc., Alabama Chapter
Melisa V. Himel, Chairman
cfo Forestry Consultants, Inc.
P.O. Box 684
108B N. 8th St.
Opelika, AL 36803-0684

Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station........ 334-844-2237
308 Samford Hall
Auburn University, AL 36849

Alabama Cooperative Extension System....334-844-5323
109 Duncan Hall
Auburn University, AL 36849-5612

College of Agriculture, .............................. 334-844-2345
Auburn University
107 Comer Hall
Auburn University, AL 36849

School of Forestry, ... 334-844-1007
Auburn University
108 M. White Smith Hall
Auburn University, AL 36849-5418

Tennessee Valley Authority ... 423-632-1635
Resource Management
17 Ridgeway Rd.
Norris, TN 37828

USDA-Farm Service Agency ........................... 334-279-3500
(formerly Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service)

P.O. Box 235013
Montgomery, AL 36123

USDA-Rural Economic and Community ........ 334-279-3400
Development
(formerly Farmers Home Administration)
4121 Carmichael Rd.
Suite 601 Sterling Centre
Montgomery, AL 36106-3683

USDA-Forest Service...............................ce. 334-832-4470
National Forests in Alabama
2946 Chestnut St.
Montgomery, AL 36107-3010

USDA-Forest Service............................coe 404-347-7930
State and Private Forestry
1720 Peachtree Rd. N.W.
Atlanta, GA 30309

USDA-Natural Resources..........................c.... 334-887-4560
Conservation Service
P.O. Box 311
Auburn, AL 36830-0311
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he Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service (NRCS) was created

on October 20, 1994, as part of
the large United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) reorganization. It is
built on the foundation of the former Soil
Conservation Service, which has a proud
60-year history of working with land
users in partnership with soil and water
conservation districts and others.

Mission and Organization

The new name more accurately reflects
the agency’s mission, which is to help
people conserve all natural resources on
private lands. Nearly three-fourths of the
technical assistance provided by NRCS is
to help farmers develop conservation sys-
tems uniquely suited to their land and
their individual ways of doing business.
The agency also provides assistance to
rural and urban communities to reduce
erosion, conserve and protect water, and
solve other natural resource problems.

The NRCS mission focuses on main-
taining soil quantity and soil quality, nat-
ural resource assessments, biological
restoration of landscapes, and working
with people. It covers three major areas:
soil and water conservation, natural
resource surveys and inventories, and
community resource protection and man-
agement. This federal agency provides
technical help and, in some cases, finan-
cial help as well. A network of conserva-
tion specialists helps farmers understand

8/ Alabama’s TREASURED Forests

and protect the land’s resources while
using them wisely. Employees have
strong technical and scientific expertise
with professional disciplines representing
soil conservation, soil science, forestry,
agronomy, engineering, economics,
archaeology and biology.

in Alabama, NRCS is under the leader-
ship of State Conservationist Ronnie
Murphy. Three Assistant State Conserva-
tionists for Field Operations located in
Decatur, Auburn, and Grove Hill manage
NRCS activities in these regions of the
state. Each county has an NRCS district
conservationist responsible for providing
technical assistance. They work directly
with farmers, foresters, and others to plan
and carry out long-term conservation
programs to meet their needs and the
needs of their land.

Assistance Provided

The majority of NRCS assistance is
provided through the Conservation Oper-
ations Program. With funds provided
through this program, employees provide
information about alternative land uses
and treatments for controlling erosion to
reduce sedimentation and water pollution
and prevent upstream flood damage. They
also help farmers design, lay out, and
maintain terraces and other structures;
help solve waste management problems
associated with animal production; help
select practices for establishment of grass
and trees; and provide guidance in man-

aging cropland, pasture, woodland,
wildlife habitat, and other land.

As part of this Conservation Operations
Program, from 1985 through 1990, NRCS
targeted its resources toward helping
farmers develop conservation plans to
comply with the conservation provisions
of the 1985 and 1990 Farm Bills. Follow-
ing conservation plan development,
NRCS employees were heavily involved
in helping farmers install these planned
conservation systems. The systems were
designed to keep highly erodible land
from losing its productivity and from pol-
luting Alabama’s lakes and streams.
Planned practices include conservation
tillage, crop rotations, proper fertilizer
usage, confours, terraces, stripcrops, and
crop residue management. During 1995,
about 755,116 acres, or 41.54 percent of
the total planted acres in Alabama, uti-
lized some form of residue management.

Conservation tillage is a type of
residue management where crops are
planted in the residue of a previous crop
without plowing. This is one of the most
promising and cost-effective ways to pro-
tect soil and water, but it may be only
part of the conservation system needed.
Development of a complete water dispos-
al system, along with a conservation
cropping system, is often needed to con-
trol gully, sheet, and rill erosion. Some
land, marginal for crops because of the
steepness of slopes and low productivity,
may need to be returned to grass or trees.

Protection and/or enhancement of our
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nation’s wetlands is a very important natu-
ral resource. During 1995, NRCS held a
signup for participation in the Wetlands
Reserve Program (WRP). In this program
the federal government purchases conser-
vation easements from participating
landowners for wetland areas that were
previously used intensively for cropping
and forage production. Participants will be
paid the fair market value of land for agri-
cultural use, in return for a lump sum pay-
ment and cost-share assistance for restor-
ing the wetland. The landowner retains
ownership of the land. The purpose of this
program is to protect and restore habitat
for migratory birds and other wildlife, to
help purify water supplies, and to help
provide storage for flood waters.

NRCS works closely with farmers to
install practices that control animal pro-
duction waste, thereby protecting water
quality. Poultry, dairy, swine and other
animal production operations greatly ben-
efit from NRCS technical and, sometimes,
financial assistance in the design and
implementation of animal waste systems.

" The multi-agency approach to cleaning up
pollution from animal wastes has been
used successfully in several watershed
projects, including the Bear Creek Float-
way and the Sand Mountain-Lake Gun-
tersville area in north Alabama. More than
15 state and federal agencies are currently
working together to address water quality
issues in the Flint Creek Watershed.

NRCS is responsible for completing and
publishing modern soil surveys that cover
the nation. These surveys describe the
physical and chemical characteristics of the
soils and provide information on the poten-
tial, as well as the limitations of the soils
for agriculture, forestry, and other uses. The
soil survey forms the basic foundation for
conservation planning. In Alabama, 89 per-
cent of the land has been mapped and 45
counties have a published soil survey.

Because of Alabama’s large forest
acreage, NRCS foresters, biologists, and
conservationists assist landowners and
operators in planning the use of their for-
est and wildlife resources. NRCS conser-
vationists are active members of county
forestry planning committees. They work
closely with the TREASURE Forest pro-
gram, participating in the nomination and
inspection of TREASURE Forests. NRCS
also assists with planning and applying
erosion control measures on private forest-
lands, coordinating these services with
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those of the Alabama Forestry Commis-
sion, the Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources, and others.

The NRCS has been assigned responsi-
bility for administering the Forestry Incen-
tives Program (FIP). The objective of this
program is to increase forest productivity
on private lands. Cost-sharing is available
for planting trees, improving forest stands,
and site preparation for natural regenera-
tion. A signup was conducted by NRCS
November 15-30, 1995. As a result, 190
Alabama land users have been approved
for $520,000 of cost-share funds.

NRCS also provides technical and
financial assistance to landowners under
the Rural Abandoned Mine Program
(RAMP) to reclaim abandoned coal
mined lands. Many of these sites are
planted to trees and wildlife cover. Fund-
ing for new RAMP projects was not
included in the FY96 budget, but
progress continues on projects for which
funds have already been approved.

Important members of the NRCS work-
force are Earth Team Volunteers. Volun-
teers share their ethic of good land stew-
ardship and do their part to conserve

The NRCS mission focuses on maintaining s0il quantity and

soil quality, natural resource assessments,

biological restoration of landscapes, and working with people.

NRCS administers watershed projects
for the USDA under Public Law 83-566.
These projects help urban and rural com-
munities protect, improve, and develop
the natural resources in watersheds up to
250,000 acres. To date, 35 projects have
been completed at a total cost of
$67,673,000. Eighteen projects are now
under construction at an estimated total
cost of $64.8 million. There are more
than 3 million acres included in these 53
watershed projects.

The Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D) program is designed to
initiate and coordinate resource develop-
ment and environmental protection in mul-
ti-county areas. Alabama has nine RC&D
areas covering all 67 counties. The NRCS
is responsible for administering the pro-
gram and assigns a coordinator to work
with a council from each area. Each
RC&D area has an active RC&D Forestry
Committee. Through RC&D, technical and
limited financial assistance is available to
rural communities to support measures that
conserve and improve use of land and
develop natural resources in a sound way.
RC&D projects include development of
pond fish farming and growing catfish in
cages; promotion of forestry and wildlife
resources; growing shiitake mushrooms;
installing dry hydrants for rural fire protec-
tion; raising Angora goats; promoting
water quality; and providing equipment for
pumping out lagoon wastes and spreading
these liquid wastes on cropland and pas-
ture for irrigation and fertilizer.

natural resources for future generations.
Last year more than 700 Alabama Earth
Team Volunteers worked nearly 22,000
hours. Volunteers work in offices and in
the field. Their jobs include everything
from conservation education to water
quality sampling. Alabama’s Earth Teams
are well known, having been named best
in the nation five times since 1989.

According to founder Hugh Hammond
Bennett, NRCS is about “helping
landowners to make the use of every acre
of every field, pasture and woodlot accord-
ing to its capabilities, and to treat every
acre of every field, pasture and woodlot of
every farm according to its needs.” And, as
Aldo Leopold put it, “to read the land.”
That way we can help its users to sustain it,
even as they produce food, fiber, and con-
servation on our bountiful land.

Many federal, state, and local agencies
cooperate with districts and NRCS to
assist in the conservation of soil, water,
and related resources. Without this coop-
eration and assistance, much less conser-
vation would be accomplished.

For more information about NRCS pro-
grams and assistance, call or visit the
NRCS office listed under U.S. Government
in your local telephone directory. i

The United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in its programs on the basis of race, col-
or, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, and marital
or familial status.
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PROPERTY BOUNDARY

SURVEYS

by PHILLIP E. WILBANKS, RLS, Alabama Society of Professional Land Surveyors

he profession of surveying is one
I with a long history. The need for

surveyors actually arose from the
creation of land itself. The job of early
surveyors was to subdivide, establish and
re-establish the boundaries of the lands
with accuracy. They were expected to be
competent, honest, and forthright.

When it was discovered that the world
was round, instead of square as first
believed, doors opened up for man to
explore as he had never imagined. Amer-
ica was discovered and its population
increased rapidly. As time passed there
became a shortage of surveyors. People
began moonlighting and calling them-
selves surveyors, just because they had
worked on a survey crew. Surveying
became chaotic and people were buying
land that did not exist and land descrip-
tions were unsurveyable.

The Land Ordinance of 1785 was
passed to bring a uniformity to survey-
ing. It established a rectangular system of
surveying for the public lands of the
United States that is still used today.

The Land Ordinance of 1785 made it
easy to describe and locate any parcel of
land. Two parcels of land could not exist
with the same location without being dis-
covered. This reduced the chance of
fraud when land was bought and sold.

In the rectangular system, the land was
surveyed into “townships” approximately
six miles square. The township was divid-
ed into sections of approximately one-mile
squares containing about 640 acres per
section. In 1796 the numbering scheme
that we still use today was determined.
The numbers start with section 1 at the
northeast corner of the township, with the
first row (1-6) running from east to west.
The next row (7-12) begins under the first
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row and runs from west to east, alternating
until it ends with section 36 at the south-
east corner of the township (see Figure 1),

Figure 1
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runs south until it intersects the Gulf of
Mexico (see Figure 2).

Do You Need a Land Survey?

You may be a candidate for a land sur-
vey if you do not have a land survey and
a plat showing the results of an actual on-
the-ground land survey performed by a
competent Alabama registered land sur-
veyor. The plat, among many other
things, must have the surveyor’s signature
and seal with registration number on the
face of the plat. If the survey was per-
formed after April 1990, it must also have
a statement that the survey and plat have
been completed in accordance with the
“Minimum Technical Standards for Land
Surveying in the State of Alabama.”

Prior to the survey of townships and
sections across Alabama, the original sur-
veyor selected two principal meridians—
the Huntsville Meridian and the St.
Stephen’s Meridian. The initial point for
the Huntsville Meridian begins just a few
miles north of the city of Huntsville in
Madison County on the southern bound-
ary of the state of Tennessee (approxi-
mately on the 35° of north latitude). The
Huntsville Meridian then runs south until
it intersects an east-west line called the
Freeman Line.

The St. Stephen’s Meridian has an ini-
tial point called the Ellicott Stone (on the
31° of latitude), which originally separat-
ed the boundary line between the United
States and west Florida. The St.
Stephen’s Meridian runs north until it
intersects the Freeman Line. The meridi-
an also begins at the Ellicott Stone and

Minimum Technical Standards

An Alabama Minimum Technical
Standard (MTS) survey assures you the
surveyor has actually made a field survey
and the drawing depicts the result of the
survey. Research is a vital part of the sur-
veyor’s function in performing a survey.

An MTS survey plat will contain the
following information:

* The type of survey

* A statement that the survey and draw-
ing has been completed in accordance
with the MTS

* The surveyor’s name, firm, address,
city, registration number, and the sig-
nature of the surveyor in responsible
charge

+ The date of the field survey
* A raised embossed or stamped seal
* A reference to all bearings based on a

well defined line
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+ All discrepancies between the survey
and your deed

* North arrow and scale

* Any abbreviations, symbols, etc., shall
be clearly noted as to their meaning

* Overlapping descriptions, gaps,
fences, walls, conflicting boundary
lines, monuments, etc.

» Source of information used in mak-
ing the survey

+ Bearings, angles or azimuths, mea-
sured and deed

« Significant elements of all curved
lines

* Measured and plat distances to the
nearest street intersection, if in a
recorded subdivision

* Measured and plat distances to the
nearest street intersection in the
opposite direction; if either varies

many complaints against surveyors arise
from a misunderstanding by the surveyor or
the client—or both-—on what was supposed
to have been performed. A contract should
eliminate any misunderstandings.

Don’t buy into problems. Many loan clos-
ings have been canceled because a survey
showed encroachments, deed errors, erro-
neous deeds, fences, possession lines,
homes located on the wrong parcel of
land, or boundary lines running through
adjoining homes. A title search without a
land survey could deprive the purchaser of
their rightful enjoyment of the purchase.
So, although a purchaser may not get that
dream home or investment property
because the survey showed numerous

problems, they in fact saved money in

the long run because they didn’t pur-

chase someone else’s headache.

Buyer beware of title insurance
without a survey. There are two types
of title insurance: lender and purchas-

er. The lender gets 100 percent pro-

tection; the buyer has protection but
it does not include survey protection
unless a current survey is fur-

from the plat, both shall be shown,
if in a recorded subdivision

* All information called for in
your description as well as calls
to the point of commencement,
which include any discrepancies

» All visible encroachments
located and shown or noted

¢ Only visible easements or
rights-of-way will be shown

+ Fixed improvements on the
property, if needed, will be
shown by measurements to the
boundary lines

nished. Buyers may purchase title
insurance, but it may be worthless
without a survey; read the small
print. However, many loans do
close when the survey does
not show any problems, and
the purchaser can enjoy the
propetty as they should. Title
insurance and a survey comple-
ment each other and benefit the
purchaser.
You should also be distrust-
ing of so-called “seller’s affi-
davits.” This is a signed docu-
ment by the seller stating,
among other things, that noth-

* Visible cemeteries

» All monuments (minimum 1/2”
durable iron, 18” long) will be
set at all corners with a durable

cap bearing the registration num-
ber or the company certificate of
authorization number, unless monu-
ments already exist

* All monuments found or set will state
the size, type, any i.d., etc.

Contract

Make sure that you have a contract, and
that you and the surveyor agree on what
you want in the survey. The contract should
be signed and dated by you and the survey-
or after you both agree. Any changes must
be in writing and agreed to by both parties.
According to the State Board of Registra-
tion for Engineers and Land Surveyors,
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Purchasing Land

Without a survey the purchaser or
landowner runs a risk of losing land. A
boundary survey shows where the corners
and lines are. It also places those that
adjoin the land on notice that they do not
own any land beyond your surveyed lines.

You should always have land surveyed
before you purchase it. Avoid rush clos-
ings and don’t get talked out of a survey.
Many buyers are led to believe that a title
search shows that there is no question as to
the location of property corners and
boundary lines. This is far from the truth.

ing has changed since the pre-

vious survey. If something has changed,
the seller sketches the changes on the sur-
vey. A recent survey I was part of involved
an affidavit that had been signed by a sell-
er. The seller stated there had not been any
changes since the previous survey five
years ago. In fact, there had been numerous
changes. One was that the adjoiner had
built a garage 12.5" over the property line.
The purchaser is out $2,000 already and it
is not settled yet.

Conclusion

If you need a survey, make sure it’s
done by a licensed surveyor. Place the
survey with your other valuable docu-
ments in a safe place. Then, find time to
occasionally walk the property lines to be
sure no one is intentionally or accidental-
ly taking your land. &
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CURRENT USE TAXES IN ALABAMA

by L. LOUIS HYMAN, Alabama Forestry Commission

1l property taxes are based on the
A value of the land (ad valorem).

That value is based on two main
estimates, the market value of the proper-
ty and the investment value of the land.
The market value is based on what simi-
lar tracts are selling for, and includes the
devel